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4.4 The roots of American culture
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Democracy means “ruled by the people.” In a
democracy, real power rests with the people.
Citizens vote on issues directly or through the
officials they elected to represent them in
making decisions. For a democracy to work,
the members of a society must be devoted to
democratic values. There must be basic
freedoms so that citizens can get information
and make choices without fear. The United
States is a representative democracy.

The ideals of American democracy and the
democratic values can be found in the
following documents:

e Mayflower Compact,

e Declaration of Independence,

e United States Constitution, and

¢ Bill of Rights.

The United States gave Americans many
freedoms. Yet not everyone was treated the
same under the law. Reformers in New York
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worked hard to stop slavery, to gain equal
right for women, and to pass laws protecting
laborers.

America is a country of immigrants; each
group introduced new foods, expressions, and
ideas. The reason that these different cultures
are accepted and become part of the American
culture is because of the freedom and
democracy as expressed in its key documents.
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Unit 4: The New Nation

BRI AR 2

Essential Question: What does it mean to be
free?

4. 1: SHEUR A HERE DL L 56 2R 32 i AR
HERHARAK), BIEF, MAMNEE,
LA A T AR B R

4. 1: Foundations for a new government and
the ideals of American democracy as
expressed in the Mayflower Compact, the
Declaration of Independence, and the
Constitutions of the State of New York and
the United States of America.

1. BUF 2. BRFE 3. &Fik

Vocabulary & Phrases:

1. government 2. democracy 3. constitution

4, #ag5 5. [HE 6. kR 4. president 5. congress 6. supreme court
7. SIvE 8. 4TEC 9. ANE 7. legislative 8. executive 9. judicial
WHE. Summary:
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Brief description of the four key documents,
and the foundation and the basic forms of our
government.
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Content:

Mayflower Compact: In 1620, a religious
group from England, called the Pilgrims, set
sail for America on the ship Mayflower. They
created a plan for how they would govern
themselves in the new colony. They agreed to
live under a common government, with laws
and officials that they chose themselves.

The Declaration of Independence:

Thomas Jefferson and other representatives of
the colonists formed a committee to write an
explanation to the world of why the colonists
should be independent. It was issued on July
4, 1776. With this, the colonies began a war
for independence. It also laid the foundation
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for the nation’s future system of government.
It explained that the purpose of government
should be to serve the people and protect their
rights. It stated that “all men are created
equal,” and that all people enjoyed certain
basic rights - “life, liberty, and the pursuit of
happiness.”

The U.S. Constitution:

After independence, the representatives met
in 1787 to write a constitution. The U.S.
Constitution set up our national (federal)
government with a President, Congress, and a
Supreme Court. It divided the powers into
three separate branches - legislative,
executive, and judicial. Each branch was
given some powers to check the others, so
that no single branch could become too
powerful. By doing so, the Constitution could
increase the powers of the national
government without threatening individual
liberties. The U.S. Constitution also divided
power between the central government and
the states. This division of powers is called
federalism.

Constitutions of the State of New York:

Adopted in 1777, it has been changed several
times.
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2.  Which document breaks up the power of

3. According to the Declaration of

4. Federalism, checks and balances are the

Review:

1. Which document lays the foundation for
our nation’s future system of
government?

government into different levels and
branches?

Independence, what should be the
purpose of government?

principles of the U.S. Constitution. What
is the main purpose of these principles?
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Unit 4: The New Nation

BRISRIRE. fHEEnfE 2

Essential Question: What does it mean to be
free?

4.2 NHEAZMEZE

4.2 The importance of the Bill of Rights
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B s Vocabulary & Phrases:
1. 1&IF 2. B 3. i 4. 6 1. amendment 2. abuse 3. press 4. assembly
HE: Summary:

What is the Bill of Rights? The main reason for
adding it and the importance of it. The first
Congress proposed a Bill of Rights with many
protections of individual rights against
government abuse. It was added to the
Constitution in 1791, in the form of the first ten

N EENB IR,
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AT amendments to the Constitution. It helps us all
feel more secure that we will not be unfairly
punished.

RSP Content:

The following list summarizes some of the most
important amendments.

Amendment 1: guaranteed citizens freedom of
religion, speech, the press, and assembly.

Amendment 2: guaranteed citizens the right to
keep weapons.

Amendment 4: guaranteed that the government
would not search a person’s home or imprison
them without a good reason for doing so.

Amendment 5: guaranteed the government
would not take away a citizen’s life, liberty or
property without following fair and proper
steps.
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BIER 6 AR, MM—:x € | Amendment 6: guaranteed citizens accused of

s SETRE R, N B RESE A £ 4k | @ crime that they would be given a speedy trial
. and have the right to have a lawyer represent
them.

BIER 8 (BEUNAE A KA # 3 | Amendment 8: guaranteed that the government

s would not use cruel and unusual punishments.
BE. Review:

1. AP ARz inieEsE? |1 What was the main reason for adding the
Bill of Rights to the U.S. Constitution?

2. B =(EE MR R EMRE, K

- - "y 2. ldentify three guarantees found in the Bill
BB % N\ F AL We3 ) o ]
;?fj BARZBRA SN of Rights that specifically protect the rights
N E °

of individuals from possible abuses by the
3. —EAWIRGA e a s, | 9Overnment

L, Al DA E JRIG 3. Can a person be convicted of a serious

crime without the right to the help of a
lawyer and a trial?
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Unit 4: The New Nation

BSRRRE. fHEEnfE e

Essential Question: What does it mean to be
free?

4. 3. F B EX [ 5% [ RS T A fIE N B

4. 3: Individuals and groups who helped to
strengthen democracy in the United States

A 3R :
1S 2,0 ORI 3. EERE 4. R
5. Hb R #E

Vocabulary & Phrases:

1. reform 2. slavery 3. suffrage
4. Abolition 5. underground railroad

R
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Summary:

The United States gave many Americans
freedoms. Yet not everyone was treated the
same under the law. In the 1840s, more than 2
millions African Americans* lived in slavery.
Women also did not receive fair treatment.
Industrialization led to a worsening of
conditions for workers. Reformers in New
York worked hard to stop slavery, to gain
equal rights for women, and to pass laws
protecting laborers.

*At that time, African slaves in the US were
referred to as “Negros.” This is a term with a
negative connotation and is not used any more.

WA
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BB Douglass) : b & — 1 F5R BEUL
F, EAREBGE, 1BAREEERRE. 78

Content:

Peter Zenger: In the 1730s, he published a
newspaper which accused the governor of
being corrupt. Zenger was on trial, but he won
his case. The case established the right of the
press to criticize those in power.

Frederick Douglass: An abolitionist, was a
former slave, settled in Rochester. In 1847, he
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began the North Star, an anti-slavery
newspaper.

Harriet Tubman: An escaped slave, moved to
Auburn, New York, where she helped other
slaves escape from the South on the
Underground Railroad (a series of “safe
houses”), on their way to Canada. She made at
least 19 dangerous trips back into slave states
and led people to freedom. She made her last
trip in 1860. By then about 300 people had
been rescued to freedom by her.

The New York State government passed a law
ending slavery in 1827.

Dorothea Dix (in the 1820s) fought for the
rights of the mentally ill. The state legislature
passed laws providing money for public
education.

Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Lucretia Mott and
other reformers organized the Seneca Falls
Convention in upstate New York in 1848. The
convention passed a declaration similar to the
Declaration of Independence. It called for
women to receive equal rights with men.
Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony
worked together as a team and formed an
organization for women’s suffrage in 1869.
Women got the right to vote in 1920.

Samuel Gompers: He was one of the
organizers of the American Federation of
Labor in 1886, and became its President. In
1911, a fire killed 148 workers in the Triangle
Shirtwaist Factory in New York City. Most of
the workers were teenage women, many of
them immigrants. This tragedy led the state
legislature to pass further laws protecting
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laborers, limiting women’s work hours and
banning most child labor.

BE:
1. 5% (Tubman) 2 i) peat A B2 2

2. KBS TEHIN H AR E?

Review:

1. What was the accomplishment of
Harriet Tubman?

2. What is the purpose of the American
Federation of Labor?
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SEHETT: —EH R

Unit 4: The New Nation

BSRRRE. fHEEnfE e

Essential Question: What does it mean to be
free?

4. 4: KBOCHRIRZHE, KBS T
ERF 2 AN E SRR AR, AR RIS
IR, ASFEE ST B2 T 5

4.4: The roots of American culture, how it
developed from many different traditions, and
the ways many people from a variety of groups
and backgrounds played a role in creating it.

A5 :

1.tk 2. ScEE L

Vocabulary & Phrases:

1. culture 2. Renaissance(from the French word
meaning “to be born again”)

WHE: Summary:

HEE A, BB AR, LAk | What s culture? What is American culture and

LB A F R the people who made contribution in creating
a American culture?

N2 Content:
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Every human community has its own culture.
Culture refers to a people’s way of life. This
includes their dress, foods, ways of making
things, art, literature, system of government,
and religious beliefs. America is a country of
immigrants, each group introduced new foods,
expressions, and ideas. The reason that these
different cultures are accepted and become part
of the American culture is because of the
freedom and democracy as expressed in the
Declaration of Independence, and the
Constitution of the United States of America.
More and more people appreciate and
understand the special character and unique
contributions of each cultural or ethnic group.
Immigrants and their children became writers,
artists, musicians, politicians, and leaders in
every area of life. The following are just a few
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who have made a lasting contribution to
American society.

Fiorello LaGuardia(1882-1947) was the son
of an Italian father and a Jewish mother. He was
mayor of New York City from 1933 to 1945.
Some think he was our city’s greatest mayor.

Langston Hughes(1902-1967) was born in
Missouri. An important poet and writer. After
traveling and living in foreign countries, he
finally settled in Harlem where he became an
outstanding member of the Harlem
Renaissance.

Sonia Sotomayor was born in the Bronx, New
York on June 25, 1954 and is of Puerto Rican
descent. She is currently an Associate Justice
of the Supreme Court of the United States; she
was appointed to the Supreme Court by
President, Barack Obama on August 2009.
Sotomayor is the Court’s 111" justice, its first
Hispanic justice, and its third female justice.

Yo- Yo Ma is thought of as one of the top
cellists in the world. He immigrated to New
York City with his parents when he was seven
years old.

Celebrations are another way members of a
society share experiences and traditions. In
New York, people celebrate not only traditional
American holidays, they celebrate holidays of
the immigrants’ own countries, such as, St.
Patrick’s Day(Irish), Rosh Hashanah, Yom
Kippur, Passover(Jewish), Kwanzaa (African
American), Chinese New Year, and “El Cinco
de Mayo”(mexican). Immigrants become
Americans, so as their holidays.
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HE. Review:
1. Aot ? 1. Whatis culture?
2. (B ANAHEERBMEZEH? | 2. Whydo Americans celebrate holidays of
other countries?
3. BMRESSE G ORI | o .

R B A . amg two immigrants or c. ildren o' .
immigrants who made lasting contribution
to the American society.
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SEHETT: —EH R

Unit 4: The New Nation

BSRRRE. fHEEnfE e

Essential Question:

What does it mean to be free?

4.5: JERBIARE L RIEES,

I3 ;[%‘

4. 5: Those values, practices, and traditions that

FofE% unite all Americans
AABR Vocabulary & Phrases:
TE1E 8 values
WE: Summary:

EEEZ - MES, ARAmHrEL
FAE SR ¥ﬂﬂﬁimﬁﬁﬁﬂ
REENEE. SBRIEBOR M EERIE
Wt EEMSCHE, s E A b

Values are beliefs about what is most important in
life. Two of our most important values are equality
and democracy. The values of American
democracy are expressed in many of our most
important documents, speeches, and pledges.

L2
B
SR AHE TS, 1B M A

WER], WAL, B, MERSEEER .

BIEFX:
IR A BT ) H R

CREFCKEE R, AL, R
Re A Bl A, SRR, HEREARR, fEfS
Hob kA EH, BMRIEEIL SN

Content:
Declaration of Independence:

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all
men are created equal, that they are endowed
[given] by their Creator [God] with certain
unalienable rights*, that among these are life,
liberty and the pursuit of happiness.”

(*unalienable rights= rights that are so basic they
cannot be taken away)

The Preamble to the Constitution:
It describes the goals of our system of government.

“We the people of the United States, in order to
form a more perfect union, establish justice, insure
domestic tranquility [peace], provide for the
common defense, promote the general welfare, and
secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our
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1963 £, 5T #15 Martin Luther
King, Jr.) fEALFERE “IA —(H2H”7
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posterity [children] do ordain [order by law] and
establish this constitution for the United States of
America.”

Pledge of Allegiance:

Every school children recites the Pledge of
Allegiance to show his or her loyalty to the nation.

“I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States
of America, and to the Republic for which it
stands, one nation, under God, indivisible, with
liberty and justice for all.”

“] Have a Dream”: In 1963, Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. laid out his dream for the future of
America in a speech entitled, “I Have a Dream.”

“I have a dream. I have a dream that one day this
nation will rise up and live out the true meaning of
its creed (beliefs): “We hold these truths to be self-
evident; that all men are created equal.’ [ have a
dream that one day in the red hills of Georgia the
sons of former slave owners will be able to sit
down together at the table of brotherhood. | have a
dream that one day even the state of Mississippi, a

(Mississippi), WEEMEBLA IS | gtate sweltering with the heat of injustice and

e 7 oppression, will be transformed into an oasis of
freedom and justice.”

By, Review:

L MRBEILRR I 5 =R
IHTBUR ) H A

2. RREERFER—EEE.

3. BT Martin Luther King,
Jro) ARG “SEBE” 24

%
i 7

1. The Preamble identifies three goals of the new
system of government established by the U.S.
Constitution.

2. Identify one value to which Americans pledge
in the Pledge of Allegiance.

3. What did Dr. King believe was the “American
Dream?”
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BR: Answer Key:
4.1 4.1

1. BWLEF 1. Declaration of Independence

2. EEEL 2. U.S. Constitution

3. BUN BT H ) ERZ RS N R O S A A o R 3. The purpose of government should be to
He serve the people and protect their rights.

4. FBIEFTDSEEB XK RE ), HEWAEE 4. The Constitution could increase the
ZEN PN R powers of the national government

without threatening individual liberties.
4.2 4.2
L {iﬁ%ﬁgﬁdﬁ@ﬁ@ﬁé’ BAEHA 1. It helps us all feel more secure that we
A e will not be unfairly punished.
9. BIER 4 MEBEUFGIEEE, HAAEE 2. Amendment 4 guaranteed that the
A RS NANE. government would not search a person’s
home or imprison them without a good
reason for doing so.

BIFE 5 {33 EUTR IRl A EA B Amendment 5 guaranteed the

R, SRIAGEIA KRB G, B b government would not take away a

JE o citizen’s life, liberty or property without
following fair and proper steps.

K_IJ\ lﬂ%ﬂ*ff% 6 TRE A AR Amendment 6: guaranteed citizens

'fll A AP — rE e AR IR ) 2 A, W HAT accused of a crime that they would be

TR AT U A given a speedy trial and have the right to
have a lawyer represent them.

IBIER 8 (REBHU e R 2 AR 2 i Amendment 8 guaranteed that the

G il government would not use cruel and
unusual punishments.

3. T AreL, R RBABIER 6 PREE A R R4k 3. No, because Amendment 6 guaranteed
B, MM —E g ARG ) A, W HA citizens accused of a crime that they
REGHEAMARRARAM would be given a speedy trial and have the

right to have a lawyer represent them.
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3. HNE
.
e

PP 2 AR T e T AN
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45
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2. EMHBRGRENE bR

51

i
=

SRR, A REMBRRGE T

4.3

1. She made at least 19 dangerous trips back
into slave states and led people to freedom.
She made her last trip in 1860. By then about
300 people had been rescued to freedom by
her.

2. To protect laborers, limit women’s hours and
ban most child labor.

4.4

1. Culture refers to a people’s way of life. This
includes their dress, foods, ways of making
things, art, literature, system of government,
and religious beliefs.

2. America is a country of immigrants; each
group introduced new foods, expressions,
and ideas and celebrations. Celebrations are
a way members of a society share
experiences and traditions. Immigrants come
to the United States and become Americans,
so as their holidays. That is why in New
York, people celebrate not only traditional
American holidays, and they celebrate
holidays of the immigrants’ own countries.

3. Some people think Fiorello LaGuardia is the
greatest mayor of New York City. Yo-Yo
Ma is one of the top cellists in the world.

4.5

1. To establish justice, to insure domestic
tranquility [peace], to provide for the
common defense.

2. This nation gives liberty and justice to all.

3. One day this nation will rise up and live out
the true meaning of its beliefs: “We hold
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these truths to be self-evident; that all men
are created equal.’

One day in the red hills of Georgia the sons of
former slave owners will be able to sit down
together at the table of brotherhood.

One day even the state of Mississippi, a state

(45 sweltering with the heat of injustice and
o oppression, will be transformed into an oasis of
freedom and justice.
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