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Agenda
• Foundations of Literacy Instruction in a Second Language
• Understanding the 5 ENL proficiency levels and how to 

differentiate instruction for ELLs at all proficiency levels
• Analyzing writing with ELLs of all proficiency levels; 

Promoting Writing Development
• Preparing ELLs for Statewide ELA Assessments (Grade Level 

Texts & Tasks)
• Planning integrated ENL instruction for ELA 
• Selecting Texts for ELLs; Differentiated Use of Materials with 

ELLs in ELA; Preparing Students for Grade Level Texts 
• How and when to use the Native Language in ENL classrooms



From Research to Practice
Heinemann, 2009

Teacher 
Reference 
Book Solid

Foundation



Ways L2 Literacy Differs

 The background knowledge students bring to the 
classroom differs greatly

 Second‐language learners draw on first language 
skills and experiences, particularly in the early stages 
of second‐language literacy development, to break 
into English 

 ELLs continue to draw upon the home language when 
they need to, even at advanced stages of literacy 
development.  This facilitates reading and writing in 
English.



Promoting Growth

1. Identify the students’ stage of development.

2. Use scaffolded activities to help the learners 
acquire the behaviors associated with the 
next level.

3. Provide lots of modeling and time to practice.

4. Monitor the students’ learning.



When English Language Learners Write
Samway, 2006

• ELLs can write before orally mastering 
the language

• ELLs can convey important messages in 
writing

• Listing leads to more complex writing
• ELLs can express complex thoughts and 

emotions in less than fluent English
• ELLs understand more than they can 

write
• ELLs use symbols and pictures to 

express complex thoughts



More On ELL Writers

• ELL children’s writing is developmental 
and isn’t necessarily linear

• Knowledge of writing conventions may be 
transferred from the L1 into English

• Being taught to write in the L1 is an asset
• ELLs can write in more than one language 

without being confused
• ELLs can evaluate their own writing



Supporting ELL Writers

• Culture Matters
• Oral Language Impacts Writing
• Reading Influences Writing 

(Read Alouds, Borrowing Text 
Features: Fiction & Non-
Fiction)

• Peer Support and     Audience 
Help

Teachers Can Help 
Students:
Take risks

Link with home literacy



TRANSFER EFFECTS FROM 
L1 TO L2

Cross-lingual and 
Cross-Modal 

Influences on writing



Knowledge of Print: What English Language 
Learners Bring to English

• Letter knowledge; formation (numerals)
• Knowledge of letter-sound correspondence 

(decoding; encoding)
• Word knowledge (cognates; roots)
• Grammatical expectations (word order; use 

of definite article, pronouns, prepositions)
• Text organization principles; purposes of 

text (deep structure)
• Preference for manuscript or print



• Use of punctuation—comma vs. period
1.000 vs. 1,000  
.05  vs. ,05

Order of dates
Day/mo/yr



Punctuation and capitalization?

Spelling?

Word order?

Overgeneralization of English
rules?

Omissions (due to L1 transfer)?

How second language 
pronunciation affects writing?

Drawing on L1 and L2

When you Look at 
Samples of L2 
Learners

Or listen to          them 
speak:

What Do You Notice
About…..



Look For:
• Cross-lingual transfer
• Cross-modal transfer
• Normal L2 errors
• Developmental errors made 
by all learners of English



Differentiating Instruction

Understanding the 5 ENL proficiency 
levels and how to differentiate instruction 

for ELLs at all proficiency levels



Skill Profile Listening Speaking Reading Writing Total 
Score

Proficiency
Level

1. S/R, L, 
W

60 62 62 51 235 3

2.    L, R, S/W 56 30 52 30 168 1

3.    R, L, S/W 47 30 53 30 160 1

4.    R, L, S, W 52 46 55 30 183 2

5.    S, L, W, R 74 90 60 62 286 4

6.    S, R, L, W 67 81 68 38 254 3

7. S, L, R, W 56 65 53 44 218 2

4th Grade Class List of ELLs

Don’t Stop with Just the 
Overall NYSESLAT or 
NYSITELL Score! 



Where Are Your 
Students in The 
Proficiency Level 

Range?

Low, Mid, High?



How Can This Analysis 
Help You Plan?



How Can I get this 
information?



When should I scaffold?
Not?

How Much 
Modification is 
Needed?



Differentiated Instruction

Entering Emerging Transitioning Expanding Commanding

Amount, Complexity of Language Produced
Amount of Scaffolding Needed

ENL Proficiency Levels



Let’s Review What Kids Can Do 
At Each Proficiency Level from 
Entering to Expanding



ReceptiveReceptive ExpressiveExpressive

Dimensions of Language

READ        LISTEN      VIEW



2016%SPEAKING%Performance%Level%Descriptions%–%Grades%3–4%
GENERAL%CLAIM%1%

Entering( Emerging( Transitioning( Expanding( Commanding(Students%can%participate%in%
discussions%about%academic%
topics.%
Anchor(1( Student(does(not(respond(

or(uses(words(or(short(
phrases(to%ask%questions%
and%contribute%to%a%
conversation.(%%%%
%
%
Response(may(contain(
errors(that(totally(obscure(
meaning.(%

Student(uses(phrases(and(
simple(sentences(to%ask%
questions%and%contribute%
to%a%conversation.(%%%(
(
(
(
Response(may(contain(
errors(in(words(and(
structure(that(mostly(
obscure(meaning.(

Student(uses(simple(and/or(
expanded(sentences%to%ask%
questions%and%contribute%
to%a%conversation.(%%%%
(
(
(
Response(may(contain(
errors(in(words(and(
structure(that(partially(
obscure(meaning.(

Student(uses(simple,(
expanded,(and/or(complex(
sentences(to%ask%questions%
and%contribute%to%a%
conversation.(%%%%
%
%
Response(may(contain(
some(errors(in(words(and(
structure(that(minimally(
obscure(meaning.(

Student(uses(simple,(
expanded,(and(complex(
sentences(and(fluid(
language(to%ask%questions%
and%contribute%to%a%
conversation.(%%%(
(
Response(contains(few(or(
no(errors(in(word(choice(
and(structure(that(obscure(
meaning.((

Students(can(use(gradeGappropriate(
language(to(discuss(a(topic(or(text,((
with(or(without(graphics.(

Target(of(Measurement(1(

Students(can(use(gradeGappropriate(
language(to%ask%questions%and%
contribute%to%a%conversation.(

Anchor(2( Student(does(not(respond(
or(uses(words(or(short(
phrases(to%describe%or%
convey%some%details%and%
narrate%a%story%or%process%
in%sequence.(
(
(
Response(may(contain(
errors(that(totally(obscure(
meaning.((

Student(uses(phrases(and(
simple(sentences(to%
describe%or%convey%some%
relevant%details%and%
partially%narrate%a%story%or%
process%in%sequence.%
(
(
Response(may(contain(
errors(in(words(and(
structure(that(mostly(
obscure(meaning.(

Student(uses(simple(and/or(
expanded(sentences(to%
describe%or%convey%relevant%
details%and%narrate%a%story%
or%process%in%sequence.(
((
(
(
Response(may(contain(
errors(in(words(and(
structure(that(partially(
obscure(meaning.(

Student(uses(simple,(
expanded,(and/or(complex(
sentences(to%describe%or%
convey%relevant%details%and%
narrate%a%story%or%process%
in%sequence.%
(
%
Response(may(contain(
some(errors(in(words(and(
structure(that(minimally(
obscure(meaning.(

Student(uses(simple,(
expanded,(and(complex(
sentences(and(fluid(
language(to%describe%or%
convey%relevant%details%and%
narrate%a%story%or%process%
in%sequence.(
(
Response(contains(few(or(
no(errors(in(word(choice(
and(structure(that(obscure(
meaning.(

Students(can(use(gradeGappropriate(
language(to(describe(information(on(a(
topic(or(text,(with(or(without(graphics.(

Target(of(Measurement(2(
Students(can(use(gradeGappropriate(
language(to%describe%or%convey%relevant%
details%and%narrate%a%story%or%process%in%
sequence.%

Anchor(3( Student(does(not(respond(
or(uses(words(or(short(
phrases(to(analyze%a%topic%
and%provide%an%opinion%
supported%by%a%reason.%
(
(
Response(may(contain(
errors(that(totally(obscure(
meaning.(

Student(uses(phrases(and(
simple(sentences(to%
partially%analyze%a%topic%
and%provide%an%opinion%
which%may%be%supported%
by%a%reason.%
(
Response(may(contain(
errors(in(words(and(
structure(that(mostly(
obscure(meaning.(

Student(uses(simple(and/or(
expanded(sentences(to%
analyze%a%topic%and%provide%
an%opinion%supported%by%a%
reason.%
(
(
Response(may(contain(
errors(in(words(and(
structure(that(partially(
obscure(meaning.(

Student(uses(simple,(
expanded,(and/or(complex(
sentences(to%analyze%a%
topic%and%provide%an%
opinion%supported%by%a%
reason.%
(
Response(may(contain(
some(errors(in(words(and(
structure(that(minimally(
obscure(meaning.(

Student(uses(simple,(
expanded,(and(complex(
sentences(and(fluid(
language(to%analyze%a%topic%
and%provide%an%opinion%
supported%by%a%reason.%
(
Response(contains(few(or(
no(errors(in(word(choice(
and(structure(that(obscure(
meaning.(

Students(can(use(gradeGappropriate(
language(to(analyze(a(topic(or(text,((
with(or(without(graphics.(

Target(of(Measurement(3(

Students(can(use(gradeGappropriate(
language(to%analyze%a%topic%and%provide%
an%opinion%supported%by%a%reason.%

(

(

Underline what 
students can do:  use 
words, phrases, simple 
sentences, expanded 

sentences

Language Expectations



Caslon Publishing
Philadelphia, PA
2010



Planning for a Multi-Level Class

Use One for 
Speaking;

Use one for 
Writing



Underline what 
students can do:  use 

words, phrases, simple 
sentences, expanded 

sentences

Language Expectations



Underline what 
students can do:  use 

words, phrases, simple 
sentences, expanded 

sentences

Language Expectations



Planning for a Multi-Level Class

Writing



Speaking and Listening
Grade 4 Standard 1

Underline the
supports (grouping,

pre-teaching, 
partially-completed 

graphic, 
templates/organizers, 

L1)  

Amount of Scaffolding



Underline the
supports (grouping,

pre-teaching, partially-
completed graphic, 

templates/organizers, 
L1)  

Amount of Scaffolding



Are These Sentence Frames? 
Or Sentence Starters?

Pre-Fabricated Routines



Writing
Grade 4 Standard 1

Underline the
supports (grouping,

pre-teaching, partially-
completed graphic, 

templates/organizers, 
L1)  

Amount of Scaffolding



Underline the
supports (grouping,

pre-teaching, partially-
completed graphic, 

templates/organizers, 
L1)  

Amount of Scaffolding



What Supports Are Given to 
Aid Beginning Writers?



Scaffolding



Planning for a Multi-Level Class

Let’s Check Your 
Speaking

Descriptors
Using the 

NYSESLAT
Speaking Rubric



Item Level 0 1 2 

Emerging 

 Responds with  “yes,” “no,” or “I don’t know” 
 Uses one word to respond 
 Does not express a complete thought or idea 
 Non‐response 
 Unintelligible 
 Responds completely in a language other 

than English 

 Uses multiple words, short phrases, or 
sentences  to respond 

 Partially expresses thoughts and ideas 
 Frequent errors may obscure meaning 

N/A 

Transitioning 

 Responds with  “yes,” “no,” or “I don’t know” 
 Uses one word to respond 
 Does not express a complete thought or idea 
 Errors may totally obscure meaning 
 Non‐response 
 Unintelligible 
 Responds completely in a language other 

than English 

 Uses multiple words to respond 
 Partially expresses thoughts and ideas 
 Frequent errors may obscure meaning 

 Uses connected phrases or a simple sentence 
to respond 

 May use multiple sentences 
 Expresses complete thoughts and ideas 

relevant to the topic 
 Occasional errors in words and structures may 

obscure some meaning 

Expanding 

 Responds with  “yes,” “no,” or “I don’t know” 
 Uses at most multiple words to respond 
 Does not express complete thoughts and ideas 
 Frequent errors may obscure meaning 

 Uses connected phrases or a simple sentence 
to respond 

 Expresses complete thoughts and ideas 
relevant to the topic 

 Occasional errors in words and structures may 
obscure some meaning 

 Uses connected simple sentences to respond 
 May use limited expanded sentences 
 Expresses connected and complete thoughts 

and ideas relevant to the topic 
 Infrequent errors in words and structure may 

obscure some meaning 

Commanding 

 Responds with  “yes,” “no,” or “I don’t know” 
 Uses at most connected phrases or a simple 

sentence to respond 
 May express complete thoughts and ideas 
 Occasional or frequent errors in words and 

structures may obscure meaning 

 Uses connected simple sentences to respond 
 Expresses connected and complete thoughts 

and ideas relevant to the topic 
 Infrequent errors in words and structure may 

obscure some meaning 

 Uses connected expanded sentences 
 Generates a fluid response using linking words 

and phrases to sequence complete thoughts 
and ideas relevant to the topic 

 No errors or infrequent errors that do not 
obscure meaning  

2016 NYSESLAT Speaking Rubric 
Grades Kindergarten through 12 



Planning for a Multi-Level Class

Let’s See How 
Writing Is 

Captured In 
Reading 

Progressions
(productive)



Reading for Literature 
Grade 4 Standard 2

What Do You Notice About 
the Reading Scaffolds 

Suggested in the Progressions?



What Do You Notice About 
the Reading Scaffolds 

Suggested in the Progressions?



Notice Linguistic Demands 
Section On All Progressions 



Balance the Four Skills in the 
Integrated ENL Class

• Don’t favor Reading and 
Writing Over Listening 
and Speaking

• According to Saunders, 
Goldenberg and 
Marcelletti (2013)  “ELD 
Instruction Should 
Incorporate Reading 
and Writing But Should 
Emphasize Listening and 
Speaking”



Evaluating Students’ Starting Places
With the NYSESLAT Writing Rubrics



Third Grade Text:

Fifth Grade Text:

First Grade Text:

Our Three 
Student Texts

Entering/Emerging

Transitioning/Expanding

Transitioning/Expanding/C
ommanding

Repeated Words; Phrases
High Frequency Sight 

Words
Picture Support

Familiar Story Structure
Dialogue

Relatively Short 
Sentences

Picture Support

Varied Tier2/3 Vocabulary 
Foreign Terms

High Background Knowledge Demands 
Complex Sentences



USING THE BOOKS AS 
WRITING PROMPTS
(PREVIEWS OF THE STORY 
AS A WAY OF COLLECTING 
WRITING SAMPLES)











Picture Prompt 
Left Up While 

Writing



Grades 3-4 

12.11.15 

2016 NYSESLAT Writing Rubric—Grades 3–4 
Dimension Score 0 – Entering 

A response at this level: 
Score 1 – Emerging 
A response at this level: 

Score 2 – Transitioning 
A response at this level: 

Score 3 – Expanding 
A response at this level: 

Score 4 – Commanding 
A response at this level: 

Complexity 
of Language 

 Contains zero or few words 
or short phrases 
 Is blank 
 Is completely in a language 
other than English 
 Is illegible or unintelligible 
 Is completely copied text 
 Is isolated words or a list of 
words or short phrases 

 Contains some words, short 
phrases, and occasionally 
simple sentences 
 Includes at least one 
sentence 
 May include adapted text in a 
well‐constructed sentence 

 Contains mostly simple 
sentences 
 Includes at least one 
expanded or complex 
sentence  

 Contains simple, expanded, 
and complex sentences  

 Contains a variety of simple, 
expanded, and complex 
sentences  

Quality 
of Language 

 Contains at most frequently 
used Tier 1 words or 
predictable phrases 

 Contains Tier 1 and common 
grade‐level Tier 2 words and 
short phrases  

 Contains Tier 1 and a few 
grade‐level Tier 2 words and 
phrases 

 Contains Tier 1 and some 
grade‐level Tier 2 words and 
phrases  

 Contains Tier 1 and many 
grade‐level Tier 2 words and 
phrases  

Coherence 
of Response 

 Lacks a clear introduction, or 
development of a thought or 
an idea, or completion due to 
brevity 

 Includes at least one 
sentence to introduce, 
develop, or complete 
thoughts or ideas 

 Includes words and sentences 
that provide a limited 
introduction, development, 
and/or completion of linked 
thoughts, ideas, or both  

 Includes words and 
sentences that provide an 
introduction, development, 
and completion of linked 
thoughts, ideas, or both to 
provide partial organization 

 Includes words and sentences 
that provide an introduction, 
development, and completion 
of linked thoughts, ideas, or 
both to provide clear and 
sufficient organization 

D
eg
re
e 
of

 
Re

sp
on

se
 SCR 

 Lacks descriptions of ideas or 
facts 

 Includes at least one 
description of an idea or a 
fact 

 Includes some minimally 
detailed descriptions of ideas,  
facts, or both 

 Includes many detailed 
descriptions of ideas, facts, 
or both 

 Includes many sufficiently 
detailed descriptions of ideas, 
facts, or both 

ECR 
Narrative 

 Lacks development of 
descriptions or events 

 Includes at least one 
description or event  

 Includes some detailed 
descriptions and/or two or 
more events in sequence 

 Includes many detailed 
descriptions and events in 
sequence 

 Includes many and varied  
detailed descriptions and 
events in sequence 

ECR 
Informational 

 Lacks development of 
connected ideas 

 Includes at least one original 
idea or two ideas that are 
connected 

 Includes some supported 
and/or connected ideas 

 Includes many supported 
and connected ideas 

 Includes many and varied 
supported and connected 
ideas 

Mechanics 

 Contains numerous errors 
that totally obscure meaning 
 Contains words that are 
unclear 

 Contains many errors that 
often obscure meaning 
 Contains words that may be 
unclear, but meaning is 
evident 
 May include inventive 
spelling 

 Contains some errors that 
occasionally obscure meaning 
 Is mostly clear 
 May include inventive 
spelling 

 Contains few errors that 
rarely obscure meaning 
 Is clear 
 May include inventive 
spelling 

 Contains minimal or no errors 
that obscure meaning 
 Is clear 
 May include inventive spelling 

NOTE: RESPONSES THAT ARE COMPLETELY IRRELEVANT TO THE PROMPT CAN BE SCORED NO HIGHER THAN 1. 

SCR= short 
constructed 

response

ECR= extended 
constructed 

response



Student Sample #1



Grades 3-4 

12.11.15 

2016 NYSESLAT Writing Rubric—Grades 3–4 
Dimension Score 0 – Entering 

A response at this level: 
Score 1 – Emerging 
A response at this level: 

Score 2 – Transitioning 
A response at this level: 

Score 3 – Expanding 
A response at this level: 

Score 4 – Commanding 
A response at this level: 

Complexity 
of Language 

 Contains zero or few words 
or short phrases 
 Is blank 
 Is completely in a language 
other than English 
 Is illegible or unintelligible 
 Is completely copied text 
 Is isolated words or a list of 
words or short phrases 

 Contains some words, short 
phrases, and occasionally 
simple sentences 
 Includes at least one 
sentence 
 May include adapted text in a 
well‐constructed sentence 

 Contains mostly simple 
sentences 
 Includes at least one 
expanded or complex 
sentence  

 Contains simple, expanded, 
and complex sentences  

 Contains a variety of simple, 
expanded, and complex 
sentences  

Quality 
of Language 

 Contains at most frequently 
used Tier 1 words or 
predictable phrases 

 Contains Tier 1 and common 
grade‐level Tier 2 words and 
short phrases  

 Contains Tier 1 and a few 
grade‐level Tier 2 words and 
phrases 

 Contains Tier 1 and some 
grade‐level Tier 2 words and 
phrases  

 Contains Tier 1 and many 
grade‐level Tier 2 words and 
phrases  

Coherence 
of Response 

 Lacks a clear introduction, or 
development of a thought or 
an idea, or completion due to 
brevity 

 Includes at least one 
sentence to introduce, 
develop, or complete 
thoughts or ideas 

 Includes words and sentences 
that provide a limited 
introduction, development, 
and/or completion of linked 
thoughts, ideas, or both  

 Includes words and 
sentences that provide an 
introduction, development, 
and completion of linked 
thoughts, ideas, or both to 
provide partial organization 

 Includes words and sentences 
that provide an introduction, 
development, and completion 
of linked thoughts, ideas, or 
both to provide clear and 
sufficient organization 

D
eg
re
e 
of

 
Re

sp
on

se
 SCR 

 Lacks descriptions of ideas or 
facts 

 Includes at least one 
description of an idea or a 
fact 

 Includes some minimally 
detailed descriptions of ideas,  
facts, or both 

 Includes many detailed 
descriptions of ideas, facts, 
or both 

 Includes many sufficiently 
detailed descriptions of ideas, 
facts, or both 

ECR 
Narrative 

 Lacks development of 
descriptions or events 

 Includes at least one 
description or event  

 Includes some detailed 
descriptions and/or two or 
more events in sequence 

 Includes many detailed 
descriptions and events in 
sequence 

 Includes many and varied  
detailed descriptions and 
events in sequence 

ECR 
Informational 

 Lacks development of 
connected ideas 

 Includes at least one original 
idea or two ideas that are 
connected 

 Includes some supported 
and/or connected ideas 

 Includes many supported 
and connected ideas 

 Includes many and varied 
supported and connected 
ideas 

Mechanics 

 Contains numerous errors 
that totally obscure meaning 
 Contains words that are 
unclear 

 Contains many errors that 
often obscure meaning 
 Contains words that may be 
unclear, but meaning is 
evident 
 May include inventive 
spelling 

 Contains some errors that 
occasionally obscure meaning 
 Is mostly clear 
 May include inventive 
spelling 

 Contains few errors that 
rarely obscure meaning 
 Is clear 
 May include inventive 
spelling 

 Contains minimal or no errors 
that obscure meaning 
 Is clear 
 May include inventive spelling 

NOTE: RESPONSES THAT ARE COMPLETELY IRRELEVANT TO THE PROMPT CAN BE SCORED NO HIGHER THAN 1. 

ECR= extended 
constructed 

response



Student Sample #2



Grades 3-4 

12.11.15 

2016 NYSESLAT Writing Rubric—Grades 3–4 
Dimension Score 0 – Entering 

A response at this level: 
Score 1 – Emerging 
A response at this level: 

Score 2 – Transitioning 
A response at this level: 

Score 3 – Expanding 
A response at this level: 

Score 4 – Commanding 
A response at this level: 

Complexity 
of Language 

 Contains zero or few words 
or short phrases 
 Is blank 
 Is completely in a language 
other than English 
 Is illegible or unintelligible 
 Is completely copied text 
 Is isolated words or a list of 
words or short phrases 

 Contains some words, short 
phrases, and occasionally 
simple sentences 
 Includes at least one 
sentence 
 May include adapted text in a 
well‐constructed sentence 

 Contains mostly simple 
sentences 
 Includes at least one 
expanded or complex 
sentence  

 Contains simple, expanded, 
and complex sentences  

 Contains a variety of simple, 
expanded, and complex 
sentences  

Quality 
of Language 

 Contains at most frequently 
used Tier 1 words or 
predictable phrases 

 Contains Tier 1 and common 
grade‐level Tier 2 words and 
short phrases  

 Contains Tier 1 and a few 
grade‐level Tier 2 words and 
phrases 

 Contains Tier 1 and some 
grade‐level Tier 2 words and 
phrases  

 Contains Tier 1 and many 
grade‐level Tier 2 words and 
phrases  

Coherence 
of Response 

 Lacks a clear introduction, or 
development of a thought or 
an idea, or completion due to 
brevity 

 Includes at least one 
sentence to introduce, 
develop, or complete 
thoughts or ideas 

 Includes words and sentences 
that provide a limited 
introduction, development, 
and/or completion of linked 
thoughts, ideas, or both  

 Includes words and 
sentences that provide an 
introduction, development, 
and completion of linked 
thoughts, ideas, or both to 
provide partial organization 

 Includes words and sentences 
that provide an introduction, 
development, and completion 
of linked thoughts, ideas, or 
both to provide clear and 
sufficient organization 

D
eg
re
e 
of

 
Re

sp
on

se
 SCR 

 Lacks descriptions of ideas or 
facts 

 Includes at least one 
description of an idea or a 
fact 

 Includes some minimally 
detailed descriptions of ideas,  
facts, or both 

 Includes many detailed 
descriptions of ideas, facts, 
or both 

 Includes many sufficiently 
detailed descriptions of ideas, 
facts, or both 

ECR 
Narrative 

 Lacks development of 
descriptions or events 

 Includes at least one 
description or event  

 Includes some detailed 
descriptions and/or two or 
more events in sequence 

 Includes many detailed 
descriptions and events in 
sequence 

 Includes many and varied  
detailed descriptions and 
events in sequence 

ECR 
Informational 

 Lacks development of 
connected ideas 

 Includes at least one original 
idea or two ideas that are 
connected 

 Includes some supported 
and/or connected ideas 

 Includes many supported 
and connected ideas 

 Includes many and varied 
supported and connected 
ideas 

Mechanics 

 Contains numerous errors 
that totally obscure meaning 
 Contains words that are 
unclear 

 Contains many errors that 
often obscure meaning 
 Contains words that may be 
unclear, but meaning is 
evident 
 May include inventive 
spelling 

 Contains some errors that 
occasionally obscure meaning 
 Is mostly clear 
 May include inventive 
spelling 

 Contains few errors that 
rarely obscure meaning 
 Is clear 
 May include inventive 
spelling 

 Contains minimal or no errors 
that obscure meaning 
 Is clear 
 May include inventive spelling 

NOTE: RESPONSES THAT ARE COMPLETELY IRRELEVANT TO THE PROMPT CAN BE SCORED NO HIGHER THAN 1. 

ECR= extended 
constructed 

response



DO YOU SEE ANY 
TRANSFER EFFECTS FROM 

L1 TO L2?

Cross-lingual and 
Cross-Modal 

Influences on writing?



Word order?

Overgeneralization of English
rules?

Agreement

Omissions (due to L1 transfer)?

How second language 
pronunciation affects writing?

Punctuation and capitalization?

Spelling?



Student Sample #3



Grades 3-4 

12.11.15 

2016 NYSESLAT Writing Rubric—Grades 3–4 
Dimension Score 0 – Entering 

A response at this level: 
Score 1 – Emerging 
A response at this level: 

Score 2 – Transitioning 
A response at this level: 

Score 3 – Expanding 
A response at this level: 

Score 4 – Commanding 
A response at this level: 

Complexity 
of Language 

 Contains zero or few words 
or short phrases 
 Is blank 
 Is completely in a language 
other than English 
 Is illegible or unintelligible 
 Is completely copied text 
 Is isolated words or a list of 
words or short phrases 

 Contains some words, short 
phrases, and occasionally 
simple sentences 
 Includes at least one 
sentence 
 May include adapted text in a 
well‐constructed sentence 

 Contains mostly simple 
sentences 
 Includes at least one 
expanded or complex 
sentence  

 Contains simple, expanded, 
and complex sentences  

 Contains a variety of simple, 
expanded, and complex 
sentences  

Quality 
of Language 

 Contains at most frequently 
used Tier 1 words or 
predictable phrases 

 Contains Tier 1 and common 
grade‐level Tier 2 words and 
short phrases  

 Contains Tier 1 and a few 
grade‐level Tier 2 words and 
phrases 

 Contains Tier 1 and some 
grade‐level Tier 2 words and 
phrases  

 Contains Tier 1 and many 
grade‐level Tier 2 words and 
phrases  

Coherence 
of Response 

 Lacks a clear introduction, or 
development of a thought or 
an idea, or completion due to 
brevity 

 Includes at least one 
sentence to introduce, 
develop, or complete 
thoughts or ideas 

 Includes words and sentences 
that provide a limited 
introduction, development, 
and/or completion of linked 
thoughts, ideas, or both  

 Includes words and 
sentences that provide an 
introduction, development, 
and completion of linked 
thoughts, ideas, or both to 
provide partial organization 

 Includes words and sentences 
that provide an introduction, 
development, and completion 
of linked thoughts, ideas, or 
both to provide clear and 
sufficient organization 

D
eg
re
e 
of

 
Re

sp
on

se
 SCR 

 Lacks descriptions of ideas or 
facts 

 Includes at least one 
description of an idea or a 
fact 

 Includes some minimally 
detailed descriptions of ideas,  
facts, or both 

 Includes many detailed 
descriptions of ideas, facts, 
or both 

 Includes many sufficiently 
detailed descriptions of ideas, 
facts, or both 

ECR 
Narrative 

 Lacks development of 
descriptions or events 

 Includes at least one 
description or event  

 Includes some detailed 
descriptions and/or two or 
more events in sequence 

 Includes many detailed 
descriptions and events in 
sequence 

 Includes many and varied  
detailed descriptions and 
events in sequence 

ECR 
Informational 

 Lacks development of 
connected ideas 

 Includes at least one original 
idea or two ideas that are 
connected 

 Includes some supported 
and/or connected ideas 

 Includes many supported 
and connected ideas 

 Includes many and varied 
supported and connected 
ideas 

Mechanics 

 Contains numerous errors 
that totally obscure meaning 
 Contains words that are 
unclear 

 Contains many errors that 
often obscure meaning 
 Contains words that may be 
unclear, but meaning is 
evident 
 May include inventive 
spelling 

 Contains some errors that 
occasionally obscure meaning 
 Is mostly clear 
 May include inventive 
spelling 

 Contains few errors that 
rarely obscure meaning 
 Is clear 
 May include inventive 
spelling 

 Contains minimal or no errors 
that obscure meaning 
 Is clear 
 May include inventive spelling 

NOTE: RESPONSES THAT ARE COMPLETELY IRRELEVANT TO THE PROMPT CAN BE SCORED NO HIGHER THAN 1. 

ECR= extended 
constructed 

response





Grades 1-2
 

 

2016 NYSESLAT Writing Rubric—Grades 1–2 
Dimension Score 0 – Entering 

A response at this level: 
Score 1 – Emerging 
A response at this level: 

Score 2  – Transitioning 
A response at this level: 

Score 3 – Expanding 
A response at this level: 

Score 4 – Commanding 
A response at this level: 

Complexity 
of Language 

 Contains zero or few words 
or short phrases 
 Is blank 
 Is completely in a language 
other than English 
 Is illegible or unintelligible 
 Is completely copied text 
 Is isolated words or a list of 
words or short phrases 

 Contains some words, short 
phrases, and occasionally 
simple sentences 
 Includes at least one 
sentence 
 May include adapted text in 
a well‐constructed 
sentence 

 Contains mostly simple  
sentences 
 Includes at least one expanded or 
compound sentence  

 Contains simple, expanded, 
and compound sentences  

 Contains a variety of simple, 
expanded, and compound (or 
complex) sentences  

Quality 
of Language 

 Contains at most frequently 
used words  

 Contains common words 
and short phrases  

 Contains a few grade‐level words 
and phrases 

 Contains some grade‐level 
words and phrases  

 Contains many grade‐level 
words and phrases  

Coherence 
of Response 

 Lacks a clear introduction 
or completion of a thought 
or an idea due to brevity 

 Includes at least one 
sentence in an attempt to 
introduce or complete a 
thought or an idea 

 Includes introductory and/or 
concluding words and sentences 
that provide limited organization 
of thoughts, ideas, or both 

 Includes introductory and 
concluding words and 
sentences that provide 
partial organization of 
thoughts, ideas, or both 

 Includes words and sentences 
that sufficiently introduce and 
complete thoughts, ideas, or 
both  

D
eg
re
e 
of

 R
es
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SCR 
 Lacks descriptions of 
thoughts, feelings, or ideas 

 Includes at least one 
description of a thought or 
an idea 

 Includes some minimally detailed 
descriptions of thoughts, ideas, or 
both 

 Includes many detailed 
descriptions of thoughts, 
ideas, or both 

 Includes many sufficiently 
detailed descriptions of 
thoughts, ideas, or both 

ECR 
Narrative 

 Lacks development of 
descriptions or events in 
sequence 

 Includes at least one 
description or two events in 
sequence 

 Includes some descriptions with 
minimal details and/or two or 
more events in sequence  

 Includes descriptions with 
many details and two or 
more events in sequence  

 Includes descriptions with many 
and varied details and two or 
more events in sequence 

ECR 
Informational 

 Lacks development of an 
opinion or additional 
information 

 Includes at least one 
opinion and/or additional 
information  

 Includes an opinion with some 
reasons and/or additional 
information  

 Includes an opinion with 
many reasons and additional 
information  

 Includes an opinion with many 
and varied reasons and 
additional information  

Mechanics 

 Contains numerous errors 
that totally obscure 
meaning 
 Contains words that are 
unclear 

 Contains many errors that 
often obscure meaning 
 Contains words that may be 
unclear, but meaning is 
evident 
 May include inventive 
spelling 

 Contains some errors that 
occasionally obscure meaning 
 Is mostly clear 
 May include inventive spelling 

 Contains few errors that 
rarely obscure meaning 
 Is clear 
 May include inventive 
spelling 

 Contains minimal or no errors 
that obscure meaning 
 Is clear 
 May include inventive spelling 

NOTE: RESPONSES THAT ARE COMPLETELY IRRELEVANT TO THE PROMPT CAN BE SCORED NO HIGHER THAN 1. 

SCR= short 
constructed 

response









Picture
Prompt



Student Sample #1

Ignore Capitals 
and Periods!



Grades 1-2
 

 

2016 NYSESLAT Writing Rubric—Grades 1–2 
Dimension Score 0 – Entering 

A response at this level: 
Score 1 – Emerging 
A response at this level: 

Score 2  – Transitioning 
A response at this level: 

Score 3 – Expanding 
A response at this level: 

Score 4 – Commanding 
A response at this level: 

Complexity 
of Language 

 Contains zero or few words 
or short phrases 
 Is blank 
 Is completely in a language 
other than English 
 Is illegible or unintelligible 
 Is completely copied text 
 Is isolated words or a list of 
words or short phrases 

 Contains some words, short 
phrases, and occasionally 
simple sentences 
 Includes at least one 
sentence 
 May include adapted text in 
a well‐constructed 
sentence 

 Contains mostly simple  
sentences 
 Includes at least one expanded or 
compound sentence  

 Contains simple, expanded, 
and compound sentences  

 Contains a variety of simple, 
expanded, and compound (or 
complex) sentences  

Quality 
of Language 

 Contains at most frequently 
used words  

 Contains common words 
and short phrases  

 Contains a few grade‐level words 
and phrases 

 Contains some grade‐level 
words and phrases  

 Contains many grade‐level 
words and phrases  

Coherence 
of Response 

 Lacks a clear introduction 
or completion of a thought 
or an idea due to brevity 

 Includes at least one 
sentence in an attempt to 
introduce or complete a 
thought or an idea 

 Includes introductory and/or 
concluding words and sentences 
that provide limited organization 
of thoughts, ideas, or both 

 Includes introductory and 
concluding words and 
sentences that provide 
partial organization of 
thoughts, ideas, or both 

 Includes words and sentences 
that sufficiently introduce and 
complete thoughts, ideas, or 
both  

D
eg
re
e 
of
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SCR 
 Lacks descriptions of 
thoughts, feelings, or ideas 

 Includes at least one 
description of a thought or 
an idea 

 Includes some minimally detailed 
descriptions of thoughts, ideas, or 
both 

 Includes many detailed 
descriptions of thoughts, 
ideas, or both 

 Includes many sufficiently 
detailed descriptions of 
thoughts, ideas, or both 

ECR 
Narrative 

 Lacks development of 
descriptions or events in 
sequence 

 Includes at least one 
description or two events in 
sequence 

 Includes some descriptions with 
minimal details and/or two or 
more events in sequence  

 Includes descriptions with 
many details and two or 
more events in sequence  

 Includes descriptions with many 
and varied details and two or 
more events in sequence 

ECR 
Informational 

 Lacks development of an 
opinion or additional 
information 

 Includes at least one 
opinion and/or additional 
information  

 Includes an opinion with some 
reasons and/or additional 
information  

 Includes an opinion with 
many reasons and additional 
information  

 Includes an opinion with many 
and varied reasons and 
additional information  

Mechanics 

 Contains numerous errors 
that totally obscure 
meaning 
 Contains words that are 
unclear 

 Contains many errors that 
often obscure meaning 
 Contains words that may be 
unclear, but meaning is 
evident 
 May include inventive 
spelling 

 Contains some errors that 
occasionally obscure meaning 
 Is mostly clear 
 May include inventive spelling 

 Contains few errors that 
rarely obscure meaning 
 Is clear 
 May include inventive 
spelling 

 Contains minimal or no errors 
that obscure meaning 
 Is clear 
 May include inventive spelling 

NOTE: RESPONSES THAT ARE COMPLETELY IRRELEVANT TO THE PROMPT CAN BE SCORED NO HIGHER THAN 1. 

SCR= short 
constructed 

response



Student Sample #2



Grades 1-2
 

 

2016 NYSESLAT Writing Rubric—Grades 1–2 
Dimension Score 0 – Entering 

A response at this level: 
Score 1 – Emerging 
A response at this level: 

Score 2  – Transitioning 
A response at this level: 

Score 3 – Expanding 
A response at this level: 

Score 4 – Commanding 
A response at this level: 

Complexity 
of Language 

 Contains zero or few words 
or short phrases 
 Is blank 
 Is completely in a language 
other than English 
 Is illegible or unintelligible 
 Is completely copied text 
 Is isolated words or a list of 
words or short phrases 

 Contains some words, short 
phrases, and occasionally 
simple sentences 
 Includes at least one 
sentence 
 May include adapted text in 
a well‐constructed 
sentence 

 Contains mostly simple  
sentences 
 Includes at least one expanded or 
compound sentence  

 Contains simple, expanded, 
and compound sentences  

 Contains a variety of simple, 
expanded, and compound (or 
complex) sentences  

Quality 
of Language 

 Contains at most frequently 
used words  

 Contains common words 
and short phrases  

 Contains a few grade‐level words 
and phrases 

 Contains some grade‐level 
words and phrases  

 Contains many grade‐level 
words and phrases  

Coherence 
of Response 

 Lacks a clear introduction 
or completion of a thought 
or an idea due to brevity 

 Includes at least one 
sentence in an attempt to 
introduce or complete a 
thought or an idea 

 Includes introductory and/or 
concluding words and sentences 
that provide limited organization 
of thoughts, ideas, or both 

 Includes introductory and 
concluding words and 
sentences that provide 
partial organization of 
thoughts, ideas, or both 

 Includes words and sentences 
that sufficiently introduce and 
complete thoughts, ideas, or 
both  

D
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e 
of
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SCR 
 Lacks descriptions of 
thoughts, feelings, or ideas 

 Includes at least one 
description of a thought or 
an idea 

 Includes some minimally detailed 
descriptions of thoughts, ideas, or 
both 

 Includes many detailed 
descriptions of thoughts, 
ideas, or both 

 Includes many sufficiently 
detailed descriptions of 
thoughts, ideas, or both 

ECR 
Narrative 

 Lacks development of 
descriptions or events in 
sequence 

 Includes at least one 
description or two events in 
sequence 

 Includes some descriptions with 
minimal details and/or two or 
more events in sequence  

 Includes descriptions with 
many details and two or 
more events in sequence  

 Includes descriptions with many 
and varied details and two or 
more events in sequence 

ECR 
Informational 

 Lacks development of an 
opinion or additional 
information 

 Includes at least one 
opinion and/or additional 
information  

 Includes an opinion with some 
reasons and/or additional 
information  

 Includes an opinion with 
many reasons and additional 
information  

 Includes an opinion with many 
and varied reasons and 
additional information  

Mechanics 

 Contains numerous errors 
that totally obscure 
meaning 
 Contains words that are 
unclear 

 Contains many errors that 
often obscure meaning 
 Contains words that may be 
unclear, but meaning is 
evident 
 May include inventive 
spelling 

 Contains some errors that 
occasionally obscure meaning 
 Is mostly clear 
 May include inventive spelling 

 Contains few errors that 
rarely obscure meaning 
 Is clear 
 May include inventive 
spelling 

 Contains minimal or no errors 
that obscure meaning 
 Is clear 
 May include inventive spelling 

NOTE: RESPONSES THAT ARE COMPLETELY IRRELEVANT TO THE PROMPT CAN BE SCORED NO HIGHER THAN 1. 

SCR= short 
constructed 

response



Student Sample #3



Grades 1-2
 

 

2016 NYSESLAT Writing Rubric—Grades 1–2 
Dimension Score 0 – Entering 

A response at this level: 
Score 1 – Emerging 
A response at this level: 

Score 2  – Transitioning 
A response at this level: 

Score 3 – Expanding 
A response at this level: 

Score 4 – Commanding 
A response at this level: 

Complexity 
of Language 

 Contains zero or few words 
or short phrases 
 Is blank 
 Is completely in a language 
other than English 
 Is illegible or unintelligible 
 Is completely copied text 
 Is isolated words or a list of 
words or short phrases 

 Contains some words, short 
phrases, and occasionally 
simple sentences 
 Includes at least one 
sentence 
 May include adapted text in 
a well‐constructed 
sentence 

 Contains mostly simple  
sentences 
 Includes at least one expanded or 
compound sentence  

 Contains simple, expanded, 
and compound sentences  

 Contains a variety of simple, 
expanded, and compound (or 
complex) sentences  

Quality 
of Language 

 Contains at most frequently 
used words  

 Contains common words 
and short phrases  

 Contains a few grade‐level words 
and phrases 

 Contains some grade‐level 
words and phrases  

 Contains many grade‐level 
words and phrases  

Coherence 
of Response 

 Lacks a clear introduction 
or completion of a thought 
or an idea due to brevity 

 Includes at least one 
sentence in an attempt to 
introduce or complete a 
thought or an idea 

 Includes introductory and/or 
concluding words and sentences 
that provide limited organization 
of thoughts, ideas, or both 

 Includes introductory and 
concluding words and 
sentences that provide 
partial organization of 
thoughts, ideas, or both 

 Includes words and sentences 
that sufficiently introduce and 
complete thoughts, ideas, or 
both  

D
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SCR 
 Lacks descriptions of 
thoughts, feelings, or ideas 

 Includes at least one 
description of a thought or 
an idea 

 Includes some minimally detailed 
descriptions of thoughts, ideas, or 
both 

 Includes many detailed 
descriptions of thoughts, 
ideas, or both 

 Includes many sufficiently 
detailed descriptions of 
thoughts, ideas, or both 

ECR 
Narrative 

 Lacks development of 
descriptions or events in 
sequence 

 Includes at least one 
description or two events in 
sequence 

 Includes some descriptions with 
minimal details and/or two or 
more events in sequence  

 Includes descriptions with 
many details and two or 
more events in sequence  

 Includes descriptions with many 
and varied details and two or 
more events in sequence 

ECR 
Informational 

 Lacks development of an 
opinion or additional 
information 

 Includes at least one 
opinion and/or additional 
information  

 Includes an opinion with some 
reasons and/or additional 
information  

 Includes an opinion with 
many reasons and additional 
information  

 Includes an opinion with many 
and varied reasons and 
additional information  

Mechanics 

 Contains numerous errors 
that totally obscure 
meaning 
 Contains words that are 
unclear 

 Contains many errors that 
often obscure meaning 
 Contains words that may be 
unclear, but meaning is 
evident 
 May include inventive 
spelling 

 Contains some errors that 
occasionally obscure meaning 
 Is mostly clear 
 May include inventive spelling 

 Contains few errors that 
rarely obscure meaning 
 Is clear 
 May include inventive 
spelling 

 Contains minimal or no errors 
that obscure meaning 
 Is clear 
 May include inventive spelling 

NOTE: RESPONSES THAT ARE COMPLETELY IRRELEVANT TO THE PROMPT CAN BE SCORED NO HIGHER THAN 1. 

SCR= short 
constructed 

response



Student Sample #4



Grades 1-2
 

 

2016 NYSESLAT Writing Rubric—Grades 1–2 
Dimension Score 0 – Entering 

A response at this level: 
Score 1 – Emerging 
A response at this level: 

Score 2  – Transitioning 
A response at this level: 

Score 3 – Expanding 
A response at this level: 

Score 4 – Commanding 
A response at this level: 

Complexity 
of Language 

 Contains zero or few words 
or short phrases 
 Is blank 
 Is completely in a language 
other than English 
 Is illegible or unintelligible 
 Is completely copied text 
 Is isolated words or a list of 
words or short phrases 

 Contains some words, short 
phrases, and occasionally 
simple sentences 
 Includes at least one 
sentence 
 May include adapted text in 
a well‐constructed 
sentence 

 Contains mostly simple  
sentences 
 Includes at least one expanded or 
compound sentence  

 Contains simple, expanded, 
and compound sentences  

 Contains a variety of simple, 
expanded, and compound (or 
complex) sentences  

Quality 
of Language 

 Contains at most frequently 
used words  

 Contains common words 
and short phrases  

 Contains a few grade‐level words 
and phrases 

 Contains some grade‐level 
words and phrases  

 Contains many grade‐level 
words and phrases  

Coherence 
of Response 

 Lacks a clear introduction 
or completion of a thought 
or an idea due to brevity 

 Includes at least one 
sentence in an attempt to 
introduce or complete a 
thought or an idea 

 Includes introductory and/or 
concluding words and sentences 
that provide limited organization 
of thoughts, ideas, or both 

 Includes introductory and 
concluding words and 
sentences that provide 
partial organization of 
thoughts, ideas, or both 

 Includes words and sentences 
that sufficiently introduce and 
complete thoughts, ideas, or 
both  

D
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e 
of
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SCR 
 Lacks descriptions of 
thoughts, feelings, or ideas 

 Includes at least one 
description of a thought or 
an idea 

 Includes some minimally detailed 
descriptions of thoughts, ideas, or 
both 

 Includes many detailed 
descriptions of thoughts, 
ideas, or both 

 Includes many sufficiently 
detailed descriptions of 
thoughts, ideas, or both 

ECR 
Narrative 

 Lacks development of 
descriptions or events in 
sequence 

 Includes at least one 
description or two events in 
sequence 

 Includes some descriptions with 
minimal details and/or two or 
more events in sequence  

 Includes descriptions with 
many details and two or 
more events in sequence  

 Includes descriptions with many 
and varied details and two or 
more events in sequence 

ECR 
Informational 

 Lacks development of an 
opinion or additional 
information 

 Includes at least one 
opinion and/or additional 
information  

 Includes an opinion with some 
reasons and/or additional 
information  

 Includes an opinion with 
many reasons and additional 
information  

 Includes an opinion with many 
and varied reasons and 
additional information  

Mechanics 

 Contains numerous errors 
that totally obscure 
meaning 
 Contains words that are 
unclear 

 Contains many errors that 
often obscure meaning 
 Contains words that may be 
unclear, but meaning is 
evident 
 May include inventive 
spelling 

 Contains some errors that 
occasionally obscure meaning 
 Is mostly clear 
 May include inventive spelling 

 Contains few errors that 
rarely obscure meaning 
 Is clear 
 May include inventive 
spelling 

 Contains minimal or no errors 
that obscure meaning 
 Is clear 
 May include inventive spelling 

NOTE: RESPONSES THAT ARE COMPLETELY IRRELEVANT TO THE PROMPT CAN BE SCORED NO HIGHER THAN 1. 

SCR= short 
constructed 

response











Grades 5-6 

12.11.15 

2016 NYSESLAT Writing Rubric—Grades 5–6 
Dimension Score 0 – Entering 

A response at this level: 
Score 1 – Emerging 
A response at this level: 

Score 2 – Transitioning 
A response at this level: 

Score 3 – Expanding 
A response at this level: 

Score 4 – Commanding 
A response at this level: 

Complexity 
of Language 

 Contains zero or few words 
or short phrases 
 Is blank  
 Is completely in a language 
other than English 
 Is illegible or unintelligible 
 Is completely copied text 
 Is isolated words or a list of 
words or short phrases 

 Contains some words, short 
phrases, and occasionally 
simple sentences 
 Includes at least one 
sentence 
 May include adapted text in 
a well‐constructed 
sentence 

 Contains mostly simple 
sentences 
 Includes at least one expanded 
or complex sentence  

 Contains simple, expanded, 
and complex sentences  

 Contains a variety of simple, 
expanded, and complex 
sentences  

Quality 
of Language 

 Contains at most frequently 
used Tier 1 words or 
predictable phrases 

 Contains Tier 1 and 
common grade‐level Tier 2 
words and short phrases  

 Contains Tier 1 and a few grade‐
level Tier 2 words and phrases 

 Contains Tier 1 and some 
grade‐level Tier 2 words and 
phrases  

 Contains Tier 1 and many 
grade‐level  Tier 2 words and 
phrases  

Coherence 
of Response 

 Lacks a clear orientation, or 
development of an idea, or 
closure due to brevity 

 Includes words and at least 
one sentence to introduce, 
develop, transition, or 
conclude ideas 

 Includes words and sentences 
that provide limited orientation, 
development of ideas, 
transitions, and/or closure 

 Includes words and sentences 
that provide partial 
orientation, logical 
development of ideas, 
transitions, and closure 

 Includes sufficient orientation, 
logical development of ideas, 
and closure to provide clear 
organization 

D
eg
re
e 
of
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e SCR 

 Lacks descriptions of ideas or 
facts 

 Includes at least one 
description of an idea or a 
fact 

 Includes some minimally 
detailed descriptions of ideas, 
facts, or both 

 Includes many detailed 
descriptions of ideas, facts, or 
both 

 Includes many sufficiently and 
precisely detailed descriptions 
of ideas, facts, or both 

ECR 
Narrative 

 Lacks development of 
characters, details, or events 

 Includes at least two 
references to characters, 
details, events, or closure 

 Includes some references to 
characters, and limited 
development of details, 
sequenced events and/or 
closure  

 Includes many references to 
characters, and partial 
development of details, 
sequenced events, and 
closure 

 Includes many and varied 
references to characters, and 
sufficiently precise details, 
sequenced events, and closure 

ECR 
Informational 

 Lacks development of ideas 
or support  

 Includes at least one idea 
with support, or closure 

 Includes some linked ideas, a 
variety of support, and/or 
closure  

 Includes many stated and 
linked ideas, a variety of 
support, and closure 

 Includes many and varied 
precisely stated and linked 
ideas, a variety of support, and 
closure 

Mechanics 

 Contains numerous errors 
that totally obscure meaning 
 Contains words that are 
unclear 

 Contains many errors that 
often obscure meaning 
 Contains words that may be 
unclear, but meaning is 
evident 
 May include inventive 
spelling 

 Contains some errors that 
occasionally obscure meaning 
 Is mostly clear 
 May include inventive spelling 

 Contains few errors that 
rarely obscure meaning 
 Is clear 
 May include inventive 
spelling 

 Contains minimal or no errors 
that obscure meaning 
 Is clear 
 May include inventive spelling 

NOTE: RESPONSES THAT ARE COMPLETELY IRRELEVANT TO THE PROMPT CAN BE SCORED NO HIGHER THAN 1. 



Grades 7-8
 

12 11 15 

2016 NYSESLAT Writing Rubric—Grades 7–8 

Dimension Score 0 – Entering 
A response at this level: 

Score 1 – Emerging 
A response at this level: 

Score 2 – Transitioning 
A response at this level: 

Score 3 – Expanding 
A response at this level: 

Score 4 – Commanding 
A response at this level: 

Complexity 
of Language 

 Contains zero or few words or 
short phrases 
 Is blank 
 Is completely in a language 
other than English 
 Is illegible or unintelligible 
 Is completely copied text 
 Is isolated words or a list of 
words or short phrases 

 Contains some words, 
short phrases, and 
occasionally simple 
sentences 
 Includes at least one 
sentence 
 May include adapted text 
in a well‐constructed 
sentence 

 Contains mostly simple 
sentences 
 Includes at least one expanded 
or complex sentence 

 Contains simple, expanded, 
and complex sentences  

 Contains a variety of simple, 
expanded, and complex 
sentences  

Quality 
of Language 

 Contains at most commonly 
used Tier 1 words or short 
phrases 

 Contains Tier 1 and 
common grade‐level Tier 2 
words and short phrases  

 Contains Tier 1 and a few grade‐
level Tier 2 and/or Tier 3 words 
and phrases 

 Contains Tier 1 and some 
grade‐level Tier 2 and/or Tier 
3 words and phrases used 
appropriately 

 Contains Tier 1 and many grade‐
level  Tier 2 and/or Tier 3 words 
and/or phrases used 
appropriately  

Coherence 
of Response 

 Lacks a clear orientation, or 
organized or connected ideas, 
or closure due to brevity 

 Includes at least one 
sentence that provides an 
orientation, organized or 
connected ideas, 
transitions, or closure 

 Includes words and sentences 
that provide limited orientation, 
organized or connected ideas, 
transitions, and/or closure 

 Includes words and 
sentences that provide 
partial orientation, logically 
organized and/or connected  
ideas, transitions, and 
closure 

 Includes sufficient orientation, 
logically organized and 
connected ideas, and closure to  
provide clear organization 

D
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 Lacks descriptions of ideas or 
facts 

 Includes at least one 
description of an idea or a 
fact 

 Includes some minimally 
detailed descriptions of ideas, 
facts, or both 

 Includes many detailed 
descriptions of ideas, facts, 
or both 

 Includes many sufficiently and 
precisely detailed descriptions of 
ideas, facts, or both 

ECR 
Narrative 

 Lacks development of 
characters, details, or events 

 Includes at least two 
references to characters, 
details, events, or closure 

 Includes some references to 
characters, and limited 
development of details, 
sequenced events, and/or 
closure  

 Includes many references to 
characters, and partial 
development of details, 
sequenced events, and 
closure 

 Includes many and varied 
references to characters, and 
sufficiently precise details, 
sequenced events, and closure 

ECR 
Informational 

 Lacks development of claims 
and evidence or support 

 Includes at least one claim 
with evidence, support, or 
closure 

 Includes some linked claims and 
evidence, a variety of support, 
and/or closure  

 Includes many stated and 
linked claims and evidence, a 
variety of support, and 
closure 

 Includes many and varied 
precisely stated and linked 
claims and evidence, support, 
and closure 

Mechanics 

 Contains numerous errors 
that totally obscure meaning 
 Contains words that are 
unclear 

 Contains many errors that 
often obscure meaning 
 Contains words that may 
be unclear, but meaning is 
evident 
 May include inventive 
spelling 

 Contains some errors that 
occasionally obscure meaning 
 Is mostly clear 
 May include inventive spelling 

 Contains few errors that 
rarely obscure meaning 
 Is clear 
 May include inventive 
spelling 

 Contains minimal or no errors 
that obscure meaning 
 Is clear 
 May include inventive spelling 

NOTE: RESPONSES THAT ARE COMPLETELY IRRELEVANT TO THE PROMPT CAN BE SCORED NO HIGHER THAN 1. 



Student 
Sample #1

Betty is a 6th grader. She 
arrived to the US from China 
in February. When I tested 
her in February she received 
all 1’s on the WIDA model. 
They came to America in the 
hopes of a better education. 
She is on grade level in her 
L1.

Use the Gr. 5-6 Rubric



Kindergarten



Kindergarten



Analyzing ELL Writing Pieces
1. Identify the Proficiency Level.
2. What kind of writing is it? (Narrative, Poetry, 

Factual/Informational (report, recount, procedure, 
exposition, explanation, description) 
Opinion/Argumentative; Response to Questions; 
Summary/Synopsis

3. What kind of text structure does it have? –hint what 
graphic organizer would you use to help the student

4. What text organization strategies could you teach for 
this type of text structure?

5. What sentence level needs do you see (grammar--
agreement; sentence variety)?  Word level needs 
(forming plurals, past tense endings, etc.)

6. What vocabulary expansion needs do you see?
7 What conventions does the writer need help with?



What Can We Teach ELLs About English?
• Connectives (transition words, conjunctions, adverbs of time)

• Lexical cohesion

• Topic Sentences

• Verb Type (action vs. being); Verb Tense; Verb  Variety (range)

• Active/Passive Voice

• Sentence Types (simple, compound, complex)

• Clauses (Introductory, Embedded)

• Nominalization (Making a noun phrase out of a verb or adjective)

• Academic Terms/Technical language

Informational Text Grammar, New South Wales Department of Education, 2012

Notice what they DON’T do, 
as much as errors they make 

in what they do try to do



Trait: What to Work On:

IDEAS • Finding a topic; Focusing the topic
• Developing the topic
• Using details

PRESENTATION • Creating the lead; Structuring the body
• Using sequence and transition words
• Ending with a sense of resolution

VOICE • Establishing a tone; Conveying the purpose
• Creating a connection to the audience
• Taking risks to create voice

WORD CHOICE • Using strong verbs; Using striking words and phrases
• Using specific and accurate words
• Choosing words that deepen meaning

SENTENCE
FLUENCY

• Crafting Well-Built Sentences
• Varying Sentence Types
• Capturing Smooth and Rhythmic Flow

CONVENTIONS • Checking spelling; Capitalizing Correctly
• Punctuating Effectively and Paragraphing Accurately
• Applying Grammar and Usage

Presentation Overall Appearance; Neatness; Formatting (Font, Spacing, Headings);
Adding Visuals and Graphic Features

6 + 1 
Traits



Use Multicultural 
Children’s Books 
as Mentor Texts
to Expand the 

Types of 
Sentences Used by 

All Students



Sentence 
Frames

Scholastic Teacher Blogs

Word Cards



Writing 
Scripts/Frames/Templates

Stems to Get Started
With or without Word Boxes

Scripts to Use

I found the second chapter 
interesting for several 
reasons:

First….
Second….
Third….

I discovered that….
I also learned….
It was interesting that…
Finally…..
As you can see….

Emerging 
Transitioning



Tools For 
Our Writing 
Teacher 
Toolbox to 
Use with 
ELLs

Solutions:  
Models, Demonstrations

Word Boxes; Vocabulary Notebooks

Graphic Organizers

Sentence Frames; Sentence Starters

Paragraph/Essay Frames

Guides and Checklists



Which Tools Are You Using?
• Word boxes, word capturing tools (e.g. Vocabulary 

notebook, word maps)
• Graphic organizers; other types of visual tools (plot 

lines, etc.)
• Sentence frames, starters
• Essay/Paragraph frames
• Checklists
• Guides (Do’s and dont’s reminders)
• Step-by-step guides/supports



Modifying Writing: The Five Mores

Better 
Writing
Better 

Writing

TimeTime

ScaffoldsScaffolds

ModelsModelsFocused 
Editing
Focused 
Editing

Flexible 
Publication

Flexible 
Publication



Modifying the Writer’s Workshop for ELLs

• More Time
– More time to work on and conference about 

assignments
– More time to revise and edit with support

• More Scaffolds (Peer Support, Tools, 
Guides)

• More Models
• More Focused Editing
• More Welcoming, Flexible Publication

– Sharing a “golden line”
– A favorite passage or paragraph
– The entire piece



Favorite

Ones you 
plan to try!



Types of Writing to Work On (CCSS)

• Explanatory articles about 
given subjects/topics

• Telling/retelling 
• How to articles
• Recipes
• News stories

• Descriptive passages—
describe places, people, 
events, situations or 
locations in a highly  
detailed manner

• Poetry
• Journal or diary writing
• Nature writing

EXPLANATORY/IFORMATI
ONAL

DESCRIPTIVE

Purpose:  Explain
Purpose:  Describe 

in Detail



• Taking a stand and providing 
reasons, arguments and 
justifications for that stand

• Opinion and editorial newspaper 
pieces

• Advertisements
• Reviews (books, movies, etc.)
• Letter of recommendation
• Letter of complaint

• Tell a story or event; has 
characters and dialogue; events

• Novels
• Short stories
• Poetry
• Autobiographies, biographies
• Anecdotes
• Oral Histories

Argument/Persuasion

• NARRATIVE
Purpose: Persuade, Purpose: Persuade, 

Argue 
Purpose: Narrate a 

story/event

Narrative

Types of Writing to Work On (CCSS)



Preparing Students for the Engage NY ELA Test
Instruction Phrases to Know:
Read the directions carefully
Think about the answer
Choose your response
Plan your time
Read the/this story/article
Read more than once
Then answer questions # through #
Use # details to support your response
Write in complete sentences



Key Phrases/Words
What does mean
This sentence suggests that 
Referring to….
How, which, what, why
Central idea, clue, details
Article, story, passage, paragraph, sentences, 
questions, answer; quotation
Answer completely
Organize, express, support your responses
Spelling, grammar, capitalization, punctuation



What to Do With Numbered Lines/Paragraphs



More words/phrases to notice

• Explain
• Use details
• Main reason
• According to…..
• Most likely
• Best describes
• Show, give, provide, suggest, answer; 

express, organize, support, write



Teach Students 
What Key Words 
in Test Item 
Prompts Mean



Read 
Your 

Books!



Nancy Cloud
ncloud@ric.edu
nancycloud2@gmail.com


