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A Prayer for Children©

By Ina J. Hughs, released 2014

We pray for children
who put chocolate fingers everywhere,
who like to be tickled,
who stomp in puddles and ruin their new pants,
who sneak Popsicles before supper,
who erase holes in math workbooks,
who can never find their shoes.

And we pray for those
who stare at photographers from behind barbed wire,
who’ve never squeaked across the floor in new sneakers,
who never “counted potatoes,”
who are born in places we wouldn't be caught dead,
who never go to the circus,

who live in an X-rated world.
We pray for children                                                                    

who bring us sticky kisses and fistfuls of dandelions,
who sleep with the dog and bury goldfish,
who hug us in a hurry and forget their lunch money,
who cover themselves with band-aids and sing off key,
who squeeze toothpaste all over the sink,
who slurp their soup.









Memorialize the countless times you:
MENTOR

INSPIRE
EDUCATE
COA CH

SHARE
INFLUENCE

ENCOURAGE







Spanish 64.5% Chinese 9.2%

Arabic 5.6% Bengali 3.0%

Russian 1.7% Urdu 1.6%

Haitian Creole 1.6% French 1.0%

Karen 0.8% Nepali 0.7%



STUDENTS WITH INTERRUPTED/INCONSISTENT 
FORMAL EDUCATION (SIFE)

SCREENING, IDENTIFICATION, AND PLACEMENT

Screening, Identification and Placement flow charts 
and SIFE Oral Interview Questionnaire are in your 
folders.



SIFE Screening and Identification Process

SIFEs are also ELLs, therefore, schools should follow the protocol 
established in CR Part 154 for the identification and placement of 
ELLs and then follow the procedures  for the identification of SIFE.  

To determine potential SIFE status:
• Qualified personnel administers SIFE Oral Interview 

Questionnaire.  The interview must be conducted in English and 
in the Ell’s home language



If the results of the Oral Interview Questionnaire indicate that 
student is a potential SIFE, the MULTILINGUAL LITERACY SIFE 
SCREENER (MLS) as well as the WRITING SCREENER should be 
administered in the student’s home Language to determine their 
literacy skills in their home language.

When a SIFE scores on the Transitioning proficiency level on the 
NYSESLAT, the student’s status as a SIFE is removed.

However, the student is still an ELL until reaching the
exit criteria from ELL status.



• Reading comprehension component available in Arabic, Bangla, 
Chinese, English, Haitian Creole, Maay-Maay, S’gaw Karen, Spanish, 
Urdu (9)

• Vocabulary component available in:  English, Simplified Mandarin 
Chinese, Spanish, Urdu (4)

• Administer the Writing Screener to determine the student’s basic    
writing skills in the home language

• Writing Screener available in Arabic, Bangla, Chinese, English,   
Haitian Creole, Maay-Maay, S’gaw Karen, Spanish, Urdu (9)

***To access the MLS, you must login to mls.gc.cuny.edu. 
The password is: mlsnysed, then click the submit button

14













Why is it important to know about your ELL SIFEs?
Who are your SIFE?
• How long have they been here? 
• What countries are they from?
• What languages do they speak? 
• Why didn’t they go to school in their country? 
• What skills do they bring with them? 
• What skills and funds of knowledge (Moll et al, 1992) do their family bring 

with them
• If they have basic literacy, in what language is it?
• Why did they come to the United States?
• How did they come to the United States?
• Who do they live with here?
• Do they have a place to study/do their home work at home?
• What else would you like to share about your SIFE?



Developing a Profile of  Your SIFEs

The utmost care and respect must be taken when gathering information from your 
SIFEs.  This information is considered Confidential and is only to be used to 
become better informed as you work with your SIFEs.  Please be careful to be non-
judgmental and watchful of any body language that might convey to your students 
a negative message.  We must remember that SIFEs are complete human beings 
who bring previous life experiences, skills and other assets into our classrooms.  
They are not empty slates.







Educators know how important it is to create
a positive classroom environment.  

However, because of the unique characteristics of SIFEs,                                       
it is especially important to establish a positive classroom 
environment in your classroom.

Who can tell us why? 

And how you will create such an environment?



















S W I R L Every Day
Let’s engage all of our SIFE’s modalities 
throughout the school day :

S – speaking
W – writing
I – interactive/interactions 
R – reading
L - listening



Word Times 
used in 

story

Tier               
1, 2, 3*

Variations of the 
word

Cognate                                                        
(if applicable)

Spanish

Cognate                                                        
(if applicable)
Haitian Creole

Cognate                                                        
(if applicable)

French

Cognate                                                        
(if applicable)

Bengali

ENL Linguistic                                                 
demand

1 air 1 2 aire noun

2 all 1 1 adjective

3 along 1 1 proposition, adverb

4 already 1 1 adverb

5 America 6 2 América Amerik noun; geographical 
name











• Center for Applied Linguistics: 
• Colorín colorado - http://www.colorincolorado.org/teaching-english-language-learners

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/

http://cmmr.usc.edu/FullText/Luis_Moll_Hidden_Family_Resources.pdf

https://www.engageny.org/
• NYSED Office of Bilingual Education and World Languages -

http://www.nysed.gov/program-offices/office-bilingual-education-and-world-
languages-obewl

• NYSED Statewide Language RBERN -
http://steinhardt.nyu.edu/metrocenter/center/technical_assistance/program/lang
uage_rbern/

http://www.colorincolorado.org/teaching-english-language-learners
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/
http://cmmr.usc.edu/FullText/Luis_Moll_Hidden_Family_Resources.pdf
https://www.engageny.org/
http://www.nysed.gov/program-offices/office-bilingual-education-and-world-languages-obewl
http://steinhardt.nyu.edu/metrocenter/center/technical_assistance/program/language_rbern/
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