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A  

A.D. c7HPeHO - ce

Abilities wIohwIbOohOwzO

absence of government uDIy'dOtwIvD:zsJOvD:[d

absentee ballot wI[hOqdwIz;trl;

accomplishments wIr:uJxDOvdOxDOwI

achievements wIr:uJxDOwIt*h:vD:qDwrH:

acid rain *PqHOwIpl:xH

across time and place wIvJcD*PwIvDI'D;wIqUuwDIwzO 

action plan wIzH;wIr:wIwdPusJ:

activities wI[l;wI*J:ohOwzO

Adults yS:'dOwkPcdOySJ:

aerial photographs wI'dwI*D: 'D;uGJ[lzsgt'H;

AFL-CIO              AFL-CIO     

Africa uDIt:NzH:u:

agriculture wIolOwIzs;

Algonquins 
yS:uwd:wIuwd:usdPvUtbOxGJ'D;yS:tdOvUuDItrJ7u:uvH:pd;uy:t'l
OwzO 

alike/different 'fod;vdPto;^vD:qDvdPo;

allegiance wIo;wD'D;yS:uvkP<wI[hOvD:yo;qlwIvUtvD:yPuJ

alternative solutions wIpH;qU<wItpUohOwzOvUyCkxUvJvdPoh 

altiplano wItxDuwUI

Altitude wIupD:xDOxD

amendment wIbSDbOr:*h:xDOwI

American democracy:  
ideals, values/principles of 

uDItrJ7u:wIyUwIjy;vUyS:xHzduDIzdyUvD:to;'O0J

American Revolution, the Americas uDItrJ7u:wIylxDOvDxDOz;'dO

Americas uDItrJ7u:

ancestor xlxH;<yS:vUyvD:pU:vD:oGJOvUtDw*: 

Antarctic Circle uvH:xH;[DOpd;wIvJ:to;w0D0H:w0D 

Antarctica vUtbOxGJ'D;tOwOwh; (uDIrdIySItOwOwh ;uO) 

anthem 'DuvkPwIo;0HO

appoint CkxUyPvD:< [hOvD:rl'g

appointed leaders cdOeIvUtbOwICkxUyPvD:'D;[hOvD:rl'g 

appointed office y'dO0J:'U;vUtbOwI[hOvD:rl'g'D;[hOpd[hOurD:vUwIyUwIjy;tyl:

archaeologists yS:CkohOngclOxk;xDOuh:wIzdwIvH:vUysU:ohOwzO 

Arctic Circle uvH:pd;[DOpd;wIvJ:to;w0D0H:w0D tOwh ;wIvJ :w7H ;o ;

areas vDIu0D:wzO

arid vUtChpdIChxD'dOr;

art wIohwIbOvUtr:0J'fod;ur:rkPbOyS:o; (yDng'GJv :)

artifacts wIvUtbOwIr:uJxDOtD:vUyS:unD 
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assembly wItdOzSdO7dzSdOz;'dO

assembly line pJ;zDu[OtyD;tvD'D;yS:unD7JOvD:to;r:wI'Dwusd:

authority wIe>Ipde>IurD:

autobiographies wIuGJ;vD:uh:eDIupIo;orlt*hIwzO 

autobiography wIuGJ;vD:uh:eDIupIo;orlt*hI

automobiles wIvUtok;vDInDu'Ooh<vJvdPto;nDu'Ooh 

availability wIvUr:e>ItD:oh

avenues of participation wIvDIwIusJohOwzOvUwIyPzSdOr:oud;wIt*DI 

Aztecs vUtbOxGJ'D ;tJpfxJO rhwrhI tJpfxJOtusdP 

B  

B.C. wcsL;c7HPeHO

backgrounds twIpHOpd:*HIxH;<wIvUttdOzsgvUtvDIcHwcD 

barter vJ:vdPwIzdwIvH:vUwIzdwIvH:t*:wcg 

basic cDOwCP

basin ovU<wIyl:wIvDIvUybsUOxH'D;yohwIvUtyl: 

Battle of Quebec wI'k;wI,:vUtuJxDOzJMuLbh;(p) 

battles wI'k;wI,:

before/after wcsL;^0H:tvDIcH 

belief wIplIwIeP

belief system wIplIwIePtusd:tusJwzO

beliefs wIplIwIePohOwzO

Bill of Rights wIcGJ;wI,PvHPyPzsg

biographies yS:o;orlt*hItusd:wzO

biography wIuGJ;yS:w*:o;orlt*hItusd:

bodies of water xH{d:*:{dPtwIyPzSdOvdPo;trdIySIvUtzsgvD:vD:qDqD

border xHqUuDIqU

Boston Tea Party bDOpwdOvOz;xHtrl;

boundary uDIqU< uDIo7>:

boycott 'lOcsUxD'g< wIcDO7DI

branches of government xHuDIy'dOwIyUwIjy;t'hwzO

British North America Act tJuvH;-uDItrJ7u:uvH:pd;wIodOwIbsU 

budget phwdPyP

C  

cabinet y'dOtyS:ulOvdPwIwu7U

cable qSUwIupDOcDzsdvDysH:

calendar vHPeHOvHPvg

campaign wI[l;wI*J:vUwIwdPyPwrH:t*DI 

Canada uDIcJe>I'O

Canadian Bill of Rights yS:cJe>I'OzdwIcGJ;wI,PvHPyPzsg

canal xHbD<xHusd:
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capital (state and money) vUttdOCkP'D;wIpHOnDOoH<phrdIySI 

capital goods wIyeHPwIu:wIzdwIvH:t'dOtcdO 

capital resources wItdO,U:wIpkvDIcDOcdOt'dOtcdO 

capitalism usdOphupIoEl

cardinal directions wIeJOusJtcdOohO< wIeJOusJvUt7>'dOuwUI 

cause wIwrH:rH:vUt'k;uJxDOwIwcgcg

celebrate r:v:uyD:wI

celebration rl;o;zSH

celebrations rl;o;zSHohOwzO

census wIxUxHzduDIzdeDI*HI

Central America trJ7u:vDIcUOo;< trJ7u:to;uHI 

century eHO,:zSdO

change wIqDwvJ

checks and balances wIuGIxHorHord;wI'D;wIxdOoBwD:wI 

child labor zdoOyS:r:wIzd

children zdoO

Chippewa uvkPy'dOwzkvUuDItrJ7u:tyl: 
choice wICkxU

choices wICkxUwzO

citizen xHzduDIzd

citizenship wIuJxHzduDIzd (tdO'D;rl'g'D;wIcGJ;,P) 

civic life clzd0hIzdwItdOrl

civic values clzd0hIzdtwIvkIyS>:<yPyeDO

civil rights clzd0hIzdtcGJ;,P

civil rights movement wI[l;wI*J:vUclzd0hIzdtcGJ;,Pt*DI 

civil wars xHvDIuDIyl:wI'k;wI,:

civilization yS:w0UtwIvJ:xDOvJ:xD*k:xDOyoDxDO 

civilizations yS:w0UtwIvJ:xDOvJ:xD*k:xDOyoDxDOohOwzO 

clans uvkP'lOtpU:toGJO

classroom wD:'U; 

climate wItuwDI (wIpl:<wIudI<wI*dI)

clothing wIulwIu:

collect taxes wIxUzSdOyPzSdOwIcdwIoGJ

colonial yS:vUttdOvUcDveHOwIyUtzDvP 

colonial governments y'dOwzkvUttdOvUcDveHOwIyUtzDvP 

colonies wIr:vJItDOuDI

colonists yS:r:vJItDOuDIwzO

colony wIr:vJItDOuDI

Committees of Correspondence wIbOxGJvD:yvdPurH;wHP

common good wIe>IbsL;e>IzSdO'fod;od;

commonwealth wIxl;wIwD:wItdOwI,U:'fod;od; 
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Commonwealth of Nations yS:uvkPwzktwIe>IbsL;e>IzSdO'fod;od; 

communication wIqJ;usUqJ;usd;wI

communism cDOraLeH;oEl (wIyPwIzdwIvHcJvUPvUyS:cJvUPtwI)

communities yS:tw0UwzO

community yS:tw0U

community service yS:w0UtwIzH;wIr:

compact wItUOvD:wlIvdP

compare/contrast wIxdOoBwD:twI'fod ;vdPo ;? twIvD:qDvdPo;

compass 'DvhI*D:< vJ:w7H; 0D:w7H;CP

compromise r:bOvdPzd;rHvdPo;cHcD,IcD

compulsory education wIr:vdr:'d;wIvUyS:bOr:pJCJ:

computer cDOzaLxUO

confederacy wIr:CkPr:oud;clolOwIvUtwzd;oJp; 

conflict wIobHObkO

conflict resolution wIpHOnDOqSUEkPwIbOC;'D;wIobHObkO 

conflicts wIobHObkOwzO

congress cDu7J;wItdOzSdOz;'dO

conquistador wIr:eU:wI

consequences wIuJxDOydPxGJwItcHwzO

conservation wIuwJPuwD:r:*h:uGIxGJuh:

consideration wIqdurdOxHxHq;q;

Constitution of the State of New York uDIpJOe,l,d;(c)wIbsUoJp;cdOohO

Constitution of the United States uDItrJ7u:pUzSdOwIbsUoJp;cdOohO 

constitutional democracy 'HOrdOjc>OpHOvUtyUwI'D;wIolOxDOwIbsUoJp;cdOohO

consumer yS:tDOwIpl;ugwI

consumers yS:tDOwIpl;ugwIwzO

consumption wIpl;ugwItDOwItD

consumption of goods wIpl;ugwIzdwIvH<wIyeHP

continent uDIrdIySI

Continental Congress cDu7J;wItdOzSdOz;'dOvUtbOC;'D;uDIrdIySI 

Continental Divide wIeD:z;bOC;'D;uDIrdIySI

continents uDIrdIySIwzO

contour wIwrH:rH:tuhIt*D:to7>:

contrast xdOoBwD:wIvD:qDvdPo;

contributions wI[hOr:pU:<wIwdpU:r:pU:

cooperation wIzH;oud;r:oud;wI

costs wIvUPblOvUPphwzO

cotton belt ,DI'huHIvUbOwIr:tD:vUbJ

credit phu'GJ<wIyS>:u'GJwI

criteria wIvUtvdObO<wIvUtMuU;tbO 

cultural characteristics wIqJ;wIv:t7lItoJ;



SOCIAL STUDIES GLOSSARY – ELEMENTARY SCHOOL LEVEL 

NYS Language RBERN                                                                                                                                                                        5 
 

 ENGLISH KAREN 

cultural contributions wIqJ;wIv:wIwd:pU:r:pU:<wI[hOpU: 

cultural differences wIqJ;wIv:w'fod;vdPo;<vD:qDvdPo; 

cultural diffusion wIqJ;wIv:Nygouk:vdPo;

cultural diversity wIqJ;wIv:wItvkPuvkPvUvD:qDvdPo; 

cultural groups u7lIvUbOC;'D;wIqJ;wIv:

culture wIqJ;wIv:

cultures - characteristics, distribution, complexity of 
wIqJ;wIv: - touJ ;y0 ;ohOwzO< twIeD :z ;yJPz ;< 
twItdObHblpSD :C : 

currency ph<phtrH:<phtuvkP

customs wIvDIvUwIorHord;wIbdOwIpSU:'D;wIcdwIoGJ 

D  

day eH:

De Witt Clinton 'UO 0h; uvhOwUO

decade qHzSdOeHO<eHOwqhuwDI

decision wIpHOnDOwJP

decision-making wIpHOnDOwJPwI

decisions wICkxUrhwrhIwIphOnDOwJPwzO

declaration wIbd;bOohOng7:vD:wI

Declaration of Independence wIbd;bOohOng7:vD:xHuDIwIobs> 

delta xHxOpG>

democracy 'HOrdOjc>OpHO< wIyUwIjy;vUxHzduDIzdyUvD:to;'O0J 

Democratic Party 'HOrdOjcU;wh;xH*hIuDI*hIu7Uu7d

democratic principles 'HOrdONcJ ;wh;tcdOusUI

democratic values 'HOrdONcJ ;wh;tvkIyS>:

developed nations yS:uvkPwzOvU t*k:xDOyoDxDO

developing nations yS:uvkPwzOvUvUt*k:xDOyoDxDOoDoD 

developments wI*kPxDOyoDxDO<wIvJ:xDOvJ:xDohOwzO 

diagram wItuhIt*D:touGDO

diagrams wItuhIt*D:touGDOohOwzO

dictatorship rD:pd7d:oEl< xHuDIvUbOwIyUtD:vUrD:pd7d: 

different/same wIvD:qDw'fod;vdPo;^wI'fod;vdPo; 

direction wItusd:vd:<wIeJOusJ

diseases wIql;wIqg

display wI'k;eJOzsg< 'k;zsgxDO

disputes wI*hIvdPbSDvdP

distance wI'hOpU:

distribution wIpdPqSUvD:wI<wI[hOeD:vD:wI

diverse vUtvD:qDvdPo;'D;tdOtgrH:tguvkP 

diversity wIvD:qDvdPo;'D;rhIwItgrH:tguvkP 

document wIuGJ;eDOuGJ;Cg
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due process wItusd:tusJtqUuwDIbO

Dutch colonies  yS:[DvPzd cdOvdOeHOwIyU wzO 

Dutch West India Company rkIEkP yS:[DvPzd th'H,: cDyeHO

E  

earn phvUt'd;e>IbOvUwIr:tbl;tvJ 

Earth’s surface [DOcdOtrJPbhO

economic rkIusd:0J:uGPwIulOoh

economic capital rkIusd:0J:uGPwIulOoh t'dOtcdO 

economic concepts rkIusd:0J:uGPwIulOoh wIqdurdO 

economic decision making wIr: rkIusd:0J:uGPwIulOoh wIpHOnDOwJPwI 

economic decisions rkIusd:0J:uGPwIulOoh wIpHOnDOwJPwI 

economic development rkIusd:0J:uGPwIulOoh twIvJ:xDOvJ:xD 

economic factors rkIusd:0J:uGPwIulOoh twI*hI

economic growth rkIusd:0J:uGPwIulOoh twI'dOxDO 

economic interdependence rkIusd:0J:uGPwIulOoh twIoe>o;,PcD,PcD 

economic systems rkIusd:0J:uGPwIulOoh twI7JOusJ: 

economics rkIusd:0J:uGPwIulOoh

economies rkIusd:0J:uGPwIulOoh

effects wIbO'd

elect wICkxU

elected leaders cdOeIvUbOwICkxU

elected office wICkxU0J:'U;

election wICkxU wI

Ellis Island tHPvJ; uD;

emigrants yS:vUt[;xDO vUtuDIwzO

empathy wI'dolO'do;

employee yS:r:wIzd

employer wIr:cdO

encomienda system tJOudrHO': wI7JOusJ: yS:r:wIzdtwI7JOwIusJ:

encounter uGIqUIrJP

enforce r:vUySJ:xDOwI

English colonies uDItJuvH: cdOvdOeHOwIyU wzO 

environment bUOu0D: (e>qUOcdOCU:)

environmental factors bUOu0D: (e>qUOcdOCU:) twI*hIwIusd: 

equality xJod;wk:od;

equality of opportunity wIcGJ;wI,P vU xJod;wk:od;

era wItpd:

eras wItpd: wzO

ethnic bOC; uvkP'lO

ethnic group uvkP'lO tu7lIwzO
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ethnicity uvkP'lO

Europe uDI,l7y:

European encounter and exchanges-of technologies, 
plants, animals, diseases 

yS:,l7y:zd uGIqUIrJP 'D; qDwvJ pJthOwIulOoh< wIrlIwIbd< 
wIzdwIvH< wIqg 

events rl;

exchange wIqDwvJ

executive yS:pHOnDOyUwI

executive branch of government uDIy'dO vU yS:pHOnDOyUwI t'h 

expansion wIr:tgxDO 

exploitation CkwIbsL;vUyS:*:tzDcdO

exploration [;CkohOngwI

explorers yS:[;CkohOngwI

exports qSU[;xDOqluDIt*:

F  

facilities wIyD;wIvD

fact/opinion wIvUtr:to;^ wIyPolOyPo; (wIxHO) 

factors of production wIvU tuJxDOe>IyS: wIvUtr:to; wzO 

factory pJ;zDu[OwIr:vDI

family yS:[HOzdCDzd

far/near ,H:^bl;

federal zJ'7UI

federal government zJ'7UI uDIy'dO

festival rl;yGJ (blO)

festivals rl;yGJ (blO) wzO

flag eDOw,I

folktale wICJ:vUysU:

folktales wICJ:vUysU: wzO

food wItDOwItDwzO

forced relocation wIr:qlOvU uok;vDIok;usJ

foreign policy xHzduDIzdt*:t*D: wIodOwIbsU 

foreign relations xHzduDIzdt*: twIbOxGJ

Fort Orange 0hIcdO'lvUtbD*D:

foundation cUIoeUO (*HIcDOxH;)

free enterprise wIzH;wIr:t'dOtrkI vUte>IuvD 

free trade r:bOyeHPu:wIr: tuvD

freedom wIobs>

French Canadians jzOphO ue>',UO zd

French colonies jzOphO cdOvdOeHO

frontier xHqUuDIqU

functions of government uDIy'dO wIzH;wIr:
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fundamental economic questions rkIusd:0J:uGPwIulOoh wItcDOxH;wIoHuGIwzO

fundamental values wItcDOxH; twIvkIwIyV:wzO 

future  cgqlng

G  

game wIvdPcdOvdPuGJ

gender wIrhIrkIrhIcGg

generation yS:wpd: bOwpd:

geographic characteristics wIt7lItoJ;vUtbOC:'D; [DOcdOtuhIt*D: 

geographic factors [DOcdOtuhIt*D: twIrhIwIeDOeDO 

geographic features [DOcdOtuhIt*D: twIyPzsgvD:qD 

geographic features/areas [DOcdOtuhIt*D: twIyPzsgvD:qD^ tvDIu0D:

geographic information  [DOcdOtuhIt*D: twIupDO

geography vHP [DOcdOtuhIt*D:

geological processes [DOcdOtuhIt*D: twIzH;wIr: 

global warming [DOcdO vU:xDO

globe [DOcdO zsUO

globes [DOcdO zsUO wzO

goods and services - production, distribution, 
exchange, consumption of 

wIyD;wIvD'D;wIr:pU: - wIxk;xDOwI< wIeD:vD:wI< wIqDwvJ< 
wItDOuGHPwI 

goods wIyD;wIvD

govern yUwI

governance wIyUwIjy;

government uDIy'dO

Great Depression wIo;[;*D:t'dO

grid eDOuOxhCh

Gross Domestic Product xHuDIwbhOtyeHPvUxk;xDO 0JvUweHOt*DI 

Gross National Product xHuDItyeHPvUxk;xDO 0JvUweHOt*DI 

groups u 7lI

growth wI'dOxDO

Gulf Stream yDOusD: txHusd

H  

habitat wIvDInDEkP

Haudenosaunee Haudenosaunee (tcDynD - xHzduDIzd yPzSdOxDOo;w'lOCD)

health wItdOqlOtdOcs>

hemisphere wIzsUIovUI w0P

historic events rl;vUttdOvUwIpHOpd:wJpd:

historical vUtbOC;'D; wIpHOpd:wJpd:

historical evidence wIpHOpd:wJpd: wItkOo;

historical narratives wIpHOpd:wJpd: twIwJzsg

history wIpHOpd:wJpd:
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Holidays  ( Columbus Day, Election Day, Veterans 
Day, Thanksgiving, New Years Day, Dr. Martin 
Luther King Day, Presidents Day, Memorial Day, 
Flag Day) 

eH:obs> ( Columbus trkIeH:, Election (wICkxU)trkIeH:, 
Veterans trkIeH:, Thanksgiving (wIpH;bsK;pH;zSdO) trkIeH:, 
eHOxDOoDtrkIeH:, Dr. Martin Luther King trkIeH:, Presidents 
(uDIcdOohOwzO) trkIeH:, Memorial (wIohOeDOxDOuh:)trkIeH:, 
Flag (eDIw,I)trkIeH:) 

home [HO

hopes wIrkIvO

House of Representatives [HOvU wItcUOp; (yUNy;cUOp;ohOwzObsDO'dO) 

human yS:unD

human capital yS:unD t'dOtcdO

human migration yS:unD wI[;xDOvUuDIyl:

human migrations yS:unD wI[;xDOvUuDIyl:wzO 

human resources yS:unD tcDOxH;cDObd

human rights yS:unD wIcGJ;wI,P

human settlements yS:unD wIok;usJ:

human systems yS:unD wI7JOusJ:

I  

ideals of American democracy trJ7uO 'HOrdOu7>OpHOwIqdurdO wzO 

ideas wIqdurdO wzO

identity CkohOng

immigrants yS:[JEkPvD:qluDIyl:

immigration wIEkPvD:tdOqd;vUxH*kPuDI*:tyl: 

important t 7>'dO

imports qSUxDOwI wzO

inaugurated confederation odOrSH:u7U twItd;xDOrl;

Incas thOcgwIyU vDI

income wI[JEkP

indentured servant wI[H;CP ukP

independence wIoeh:o;wtdO (wIobsh)

indigenous peoples yS:tdOxltdOvH:

individual eDIw*:bOw*:

individual rights eDIw*:bOw*: twIcGJ;wI,P 

individual rights to life, liberty, pursuit of happiness. 
eDIw*:bOw*: wItdOrlwIcGJ; twIcGJ;wI,P< 
wIobshtwIcGJ;wI,P< wIvl:ydPwI twIo;ck 

individuals eDIw*:bOw*: wzO

industrial expansion pJ;zDu[OwIzH;wIr: twIr:tgxDO 

industrial growth pJ;zDu[OwIzH;wIr: wI'dOxDO 

industrial growth/expansion pJ;zDu[OwIzH;wIr: wI'dOxDO^ twIr:tgxDO

Industrial Revolution pJ;zDu[OwIzH;wIr: wIyUIqU 

industrialization bOC;pJ;zDu[OwIzH;wIr:

industry pJ;zDu[OwIzH;wIr:vDI
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inhabitants yS:vDIu0D:zdwzO

interdependence wI'd;oe>:xDOo;,PcD,PcD

interdependent vUwI'd;oe>:xDOo;,PcD,PcD

international organizations [DOcdO'DbhOwIu7Uu7d

interpret law wIuwd:usd;wI twIbsU

interpret laws wIuwd:usd;wI twIbsU wzO 

interpretations  wIuwd:usd;wI 

Inuits Inuits uDIcJe'OuvH:pd;tyS:xlvH:zdohOwzO 

invention wIulOr:uJxDO

inventions wIulOr:uJxDOwzO

Iroquois Iroquois uvH:pd;uDItrJ7u:th'H,Ozd 

Iroquois Confederacy Iroquois uvH:pd;uDItrJ7u:th'H,Ozd odOrSH:u7U 

irrigation wIbSDxDOxHusd:vUwIolOwIzs;t*DI  

issues wI*hIwIusd:ohOwzO 

isthmus [DOcdO'dOph:

J  

judgments wIpHOnDOwzO

judicial vUtbOC;'D;wIpHOnDO

judicial  branch of government wIpHOnDO t'h tuDIy'dO

judicial branch wIpHOnDO t'h

junta wIpHOnDO tvDI

jury pHOnDOuGD: u7U

jury service pHOnDOuGD: u7U twIr:pU:

justice wIrhIwIwD

K  

kindergarten wD:bsD (uwd:qduad)

L  

labor yS:r:wIzd

labor force wIrUqlO yS:r:wIzd

labor movement yS:r:wIzd twI[l;wI*J:

labor union yS:r:wIzd twIu7U

land formations [DOcdOwIr:uJwDOwI

land masses [DOcdO tudPvdP

languages usdP

Latin America vJ;whO trJ7uO

latitude v;wHOuaL;

laws wIbsUwzO

laws/rules wIbsUwzO^ wIodOwIoDwzO 

leaders cdOeIwzO
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League of Nations xHuDItu7U 

learn r:vdwI 

legal vUwIysJtD< vUtzd;oJp; 

legends wIwJpd:wzO 

legislative branch wIu7Ut'h vUt'k;tdOxDOwIodOwIoD 

legislative branch of government y'dO twI'k;tdOxDOwIodOwIoDu7U wIyUqSUtwIodOwIoD 

legislature  wIyUqSUtwIodOwIoD 

liberty wIobs> 

library wIyPzdOvHPvJPtvDI (vHP7d'U;) 

library resources vHPvJP'U; (vHP7d'U;) tcDOxH;cDObd 

life wItdOrl 

lifestyle wItdOrl ouJ;y0O

like/dislike bOo;^wbOo; 

limited vUwIyPyeDOtD: 

limited resources wIyD;wIvDvUbOwIyPyeDOtD: 

limited/unlimited wIyPyeDOtD:^ wyPyeDOtD:

local vDIu0D: 

local government vDIu0D:yS:yUwI 

local region vDIu0D:vDIusJ 

location wIvDIwIusJ 

lock wIu;wHPwI 

locomotive vUtbOxGJ'D;wIok;to; 

long ago vUngcg 

longhouse [HOCD 

longitude vDua>IcaL; [DOuGD:xlO 

loyalist yS:vUto;wD 

loyalty wIo;wD 

M  

maize bkCkpHOysD 

majority rule yS:tg*: twIyU 

make laws wI'k;tdOxDOwIbsU 

manor [DOcdOu0D:vU y'dOw*:yUbO0J 

manufacture xk;xDOwIyD;wIvD 

manufacturing wIxk;xDOwIyD;wIvD 

maps [DOcdO t*D: 

markets wIqgwIyS>: us; 

mass starvation yS:*DIrkIwIvD:'d 

Mayas r,; 

Mayflower Compact rhIzvg0g wItUOvD:wlIvdPoud;wI 

megalopolis uDIpJwIyPzdO 
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member yS:u7Uzd 

memorials vUwIr:tDvUwIohOeDOxdOvUwIwrH:rH: t*DI 

merchant yS:ulOu:wIzd 

meridians rkIxlOyed 

Midwest rkIekIcUOo;u0D: 

migration wIok;vDIusJqlwIvDIt*: 

migration/immigration wIok;vDIok;usĴ  wIekPvD:tdOqd;vUxH*k:uDI*: tyl: 

millennium teHOwuxd 

millennia eHOwuxdtyl: 

mining wI'k;ydPz;wI (wIclO[DOvPyeHP) 

minority rights, respect for yS:pS:*: twIcGJ;wI,P< ,l;,DOvU  

minutemen ok;zdvUt'k;wIzJ trJ7uO wI'k;cg 

Mississippi River rhph;pyHxHusd 

modernization wI'k;csK;pd:qUuwDI 

modify bSDuh:wI 

monarchy pD:yIwIyUwINy; 

money wdI< usdOph 

months vgohOwzO    

monument wIohOeDIxDOtvUIxlO 

monuments wIohOeDIxDOtvUIxlOwzO

motives vUtxdO*J:xDOyS:to; 

movement of people and goods yS:unD? wIyD;wIvDtwI[l;*J:

multicultural wIqJ;wIvItgehIwcg 

myself ,eDIupI 

myths wICJ:rkPeI 

N  

NAFTA NAFTA 

nation xHuDI 

national bOC;'D;xHuDI 

national level of governments xHuDIcdOeI 

nation-state uDIobshtdO'D; wIyU 

Native American Indian th',g trJ7uO uDIzduDIvHP 

Native American Indians th',g trJ7uO uDIzduDIvHPwzO 

natural resources ehqUOwItdO,U:  

near/far tdObl;^ tdO,kP 

needs wIvdObOwzO 

neighborhood wItdObl;vdPo;< [HOcdO[HOCU: 

neutral vUtbUOpU: 

New Amsterdam New Amsterdam

New Netherlands New Netherlands 



SOCIAL STUDIES GLOSSARY – ELEMENTARY SCHOOL LEVEL 

NYS Language RBERN                                                                                                                                                                        13 
 

 ENGLISH KAREN 

northwest passage rkIekIu0D: usJ 

now qUuwDIcJtH: 

nuclear family [HOzdCDzd 

O  

OAS 0AS 

objects wIvUyxHOtDzDOtDoh 

oceans yDOvJOrdIySI 

oligarchy yS:pS:*:twIyUwINy; 

opportunity cost wIcGJ;wI,P [grIuGHP 

oral history wIuwd: vUngcg 

others wIt*kPt*: 

P  

parallel wIvD:*PvdPo;^ wIvD:yvdPo; 

parallels wIvD:*PvdPo;^ wIvD:yvdPo;wzO 

parent rdIyI 

Parliament xHuDIbsDO'dOu7U 

participatory skills wIr:oud;wItwIohwzO 

past vUng 

past/present vUng^cJtH: 

patriot yS:tJOuvkI 

patriotism wItJOuvkI

patriotisms wItJOuvkIwzO

patriots yS:tJOuvkIwzO

patroon yJ;x7dO 

people yS:unD 

person yS:w*:*:^ yS: 

perspectives wIxHOvUttdOzsg 

Peter Stuyvesant zHxUO pxUObHOpJ; 

petition wIywHouGHIun;xDOwI 

physical eDIcd 

physical characteristics eDIcdwIyeDOtuhIt*D:

physical environment eDIcdehqUOcdOCU:

physical feature eDIcdtwI'k;tdOzsg

physical features eDIcdtwI'k;tdOzsgwzO

physical map eDIcd [DOcdO*D:

physical setting eDIcdwIvDIwIusJ

physical systems eDIcdwI7JOwIusJ:

places wIvDIwzO 

plan wIwdP 

pledge wItUOvD:tDvD: 
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Pledge of Allegiance wItUOvD:bOC;'D; wIo;wDyS:uvkI 

points of view  wIxHOwzO 

political bOC;'D; xH*hIuDI*hI 

political boundaries xHuDItqUtzD 

political map xHuDI t[DOcdO*D: 

political party xHuDItyOwHO 

political power  xHuDItwIpdurDF: 

political systems  xHuDI twI7JOwIusJ: 

pollution wIbOtUbOoD 

population yS:unDteDO*HI

population density yS:unDteDO*HIvUtdOwHItdOxDvdPo; 

population distribution yS:unD twI7:vD:

population movement - rural to urban to suburban - 
20th century 

yS:unDtwI*J:vdP- cdql0hI ql wIvDIbl;vU;0hI  - eHOu,: 20

power wIpdwIurD: 

practices wItvkItvI 

prairies uvH:pd;trJ7u: tysDrkIvg[h z;vJI 

Preamble to the Constitution wIolOxDOwIbsUtwIuwd:vUng 

present qUuwDIcJtH: 

president yS:yU:vDIqHOeDO 

Prime Meridian y 7g r7hO'hO,O 

Prime Minister udwdPcdOusUI 

principles of democracy 'hOrdOu7hOpHO tusJwzO 

problem solving wI'k;[;rI(wIbSgqSJ)wIuDwIcJ 

problems wIuDwIcJ

producers yS:xk;xDOwI 

production wIxk;xDOwI

productivity wIxk;xDOwI t*HIo[DO

products wIwrH:rH:vUtbOwIxk;xDO 

profit wItgxDO 

projects y 7DuaJ; (wIwdPusJ:) 

property wIpkvDIcDOcdO 

protect wI'Do'U 

protests wIxD'gwzO 

province udI7hO 

public benefit yS:uvkPtbsK;*DI 

public education yS:uvkPtwIulOoh

purpose of government yS:yUwItwIrkIvI 

pursuit of happiness wIvl:csK;ehIwIo;zSH 

Q  
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quantities wIteDI*HIwzO 

R  

race yS:uvkI 

radios 7>'hO,dOwzO 

railroad usJ^ vhOrhOtlusJ 

rain forest ohOySIvIusg 

raw material yeHP CD:C: 

reason wI*hIwIyDI 

receipts vHOwlOvdPph 

recycling wIpl;ugu'guh:wI 

reference books vHPuGIoMwJ: 

reform wI'k;tdOxDOu'D; 

region wIvDIu0D: 

regions wIvDIu0D:wzO

relationships wI7hvdPbOxGJ 

relief (physical) map wIr:udnOxDO (eDIcduhI*D:) [DOcDO*D: 

religion wIblOwIbg 

religious bOC;'D; wIblOwIbg 

renewable resource wIvUtr:oDxDOu'guh:tDoh 

repeal r:u'D; wbsD 

representation wIqUxUOcUOp; 

representative yS:cUOp; 

representatives yS:cUOp;wzO

republic xHzdupIuDIoEl 

Republican Party xHzdupIuDIoElyOwHO 

reservation wIr:vdPqd 

resources wItdO,U: 

respect wIyPuJ 

responsibilities rl'gohOwzO 

revolution wIMwDqUr:qUwI 

Richard Nicholls 7hca; eHudv; 

rights wIcGJ;wI,P 

Robert Fulton 7Db; zvwO 

role wIzH;wIr:vUtvD:bOyS: 

roles wIzH;wIr:vUtvD:bOyS:wzO

roles of citizens xHzduDIzdtrlt'g 

roots of American culture trJ7uO wIqJ;wIv: tcDOxH; 

rules wodOwIoDwzO  

rural wIvDIvUcdwzO 

rural to urban to suburban migration cd ql 0hIql 0hICU: wIok;vDIok;usJ 
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S  

sachem yS:zH;*D:cdOeO 

safeguarding individual liberties wI[hOwIo'UyS:w*:vIvItwIobs> 

safety wIyl:zsJ; 

same/different 'fod;od;^ w'fod;od;(vD:qD) 

satellite-produced images  wI*D:vU rlzsUO'd'de>I0J 

satisfy wIo;rH 

scale wIxdO 

scarce resources wItdO,U:vUtpS: 

scarcity wIu:wIpS: 

school  uad 

science and technology pJthO 'D; pJ:zDu[OyDng 

scientific/technological exchanges and connections 
pJthO 'D; pJ:zDu[OwIqDovJ 'D;wIbOxGJ 

seaways yDIvJOusJ 

secondary source  wI*HIcDOxH; cHrH:wrH: 

security wIbHOwIbUwIyl:zsJ; 

self eDIupI'O0J 

selling wIqgwIyS>IwI 

Senate of the United States trJ7uO tbsDO'dOx; 

separatists yS:vUtJO'd;xk;vD:z;wI 

services wIr:pU: 

settle r:bSguh:wI*hIwIyDI 

settlement wIr:bSgwI 

settlements wIr:bSgwIwzO

settler yS:r:bSgwI

shape wItuhIt*D: 

shelter wItdOwIqd;vDI 

similarities/differences wI'fod;vdPo;^ wIw'fod;vdPo; (wIvD:qDvdPo;)  

slave ukI 

slave trade ukIwIqgwIyS>: 

slavery wIr:uJukI 

social wI7>vdPtdOoud;trl; 

social/cultural changes and connections wI7>vdPtdOoud;^ wIqJ;wIv: twIbOxGJ 

socialism qdO7SJOvh;oEl 

societies wIu7UwzO 

society wIu7U

solutions  wItpU 

solving problems wIr:*hIxDOuh: wIuDwIcJ 

songs wIo;0HOwzO 
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Sons of Liberty yS:tdOvUwIobs>tzDvP 

South America uDItrJ7uO uvH:xH;wcD 

Spanish colonies pyhOtudOvdOeHI 

spatial organization wIu7U vUt'dOtxD 

speeches wIuvkI (wIuwd:vD:wIohOwzO) 

standard of living wItdOwIqd; tywDI? twD: 

stars and stripes qO 'D; twd:ys> 

state xHuDI 

state government xHuDIyS:yUwI 

Statue of Liberty wIobs>twI*D:pd;ys: 

steamboat ubD xHo0H 

steamboats ubD xHo0H wzO

stock market pwD; tus; 

stories wIwJwzO 

strategy wI7JOwIusJ: 

strengths *hIbg 

strike wIyPzsgwIwbOo; 

student rights uadzdwIcGJ;wI,P 

suburban 0hIwCU: 

suburbs wIvDIbl;'D; 0hI 

subways [DOcdOvPvhOrhOtlusJ 

suffrage wI[hOwIz; tcGJ;t,P 

supply and demand wI[hOwI'D; ChehIwI 

supply and demand 4 symbols wI[hOwI'D; ChehIwItyeDO4cg

Supreme Court wIpHOnDOyDwh0J:'U;txDuwUI 

surplus wIvUttgehOwIvdObOtD 

symbolize vDIzsgxDO0J'O 

symbols wIvDIzsgxDOtyeDO 

systems wI7JOwIusJ: 

T   

tables pDIeD:cdO 

tariff wItcdtoGJ p7D 

tax cdoGJ 

taxes cdoGJwzO

teach [hOwIodOvd 

teacher o7O o7OrkI 

technological bOC;'D; pJ;zDu[O yDng 

technologies - exchanges of  pJ;zDu[O yDngwzO - wIqDwvJ'D; 

technology pJ;zDu[O yDng

telegraph vDysH: 
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television uGJ:[lzsg 

tenant farmer ya:tdOvJwIvDI'D; olOwI 

themes wI*hIrdIySI 

then/now 0H:'D;< tcJtH: 

time qUuwDI 

time zones wIqUuwdI u0D: 

timeline wIqUuwdItyed

today weH:tH: 

tolerance wI0Ho;pl:wI? wIuD:ytk;wI 

tomorrow cJrkIqHO 

tools wIpku0J: yD;vD 

towpath usJzdvUxHuUIeH: 

trade wIqgwIySh: 

traditions xloel 

traffic lights wIyeDOvUteJO'D; yUqSUodvhOwzO 

trains vhOrhOtlwzO 

traitor yS:vUto;wwD'D; xHuDI 

transmit qSUwIupDO 

transportation wIpdPqSUwIqlvDI*: 

transportation revolution wIpdPqSUwIqlvDI*: twIMwDqUwI 

treaty wItUOvD:tDvD: 

trends wIvUtrdOuJxDOto; 

tribe yS:t'lOtxU 

tributaries xHusdt'h 

Tropic of  Capricorn 
Tropic of  Capricorn wxdOeJOzsg[DOcdOvUttdOvU 
tHOcG>xUOtzDvP 

Tropic of Cancer Tropic of Cancer wxdOeJOzsg[DOcdOvUttdOvU tHOcG>xUOtzDcdO 

trucks odvhOwDIwIyD;wIvD 

truth wItbO? wItwD 

tundra xU'7O ([DOcdOzH;cdOvD:ou:) 

turning points wIqDwvJtdOxDOqUuwDI 

turnpike usJrkIz;'dOvUwIbO[hOwItcd 

U  

unify r:'fod;vdPo; 

unions wIpUzSdO 

unique wIvD:qD 

unite bOwIyPzSdOtd 

United Nations bDrkIpUzSdO u7U 

United States of America uDI trJ7uO 

unlimited vUwIwyPyeDOtD 

unlimited needs and wants wIvdObO? wIo;vDvUvUwIwyPyeDOtD 
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up/down txDO^ tvD: 

urban 0hIyl: wIvDIwIusJ 

urbanization wI'k;uJxDOql 0hIywDI 

uses of geography wIpl;ugvHP[DOcdO *D: 

V  

values wItvkItyS>: 

veteran ok;vDIvH:? yS:o;ySI 

veto wIpdurD: bOC;'D; MwDwI 

village o0D 

vote [hOwIz; 

voting wI[hOwIz; 

W  

wampum 0IyI 

wants wIo;vDwzO 

war wI'k;wI,P 

war strategy wI'k;wItusJ 

water masses xH *DIrkI*DIy: 

weaknesses wI*HIpIbgpIwzO 

week EGH 

Western Hemisphere rkIekIxHuDI t[DOcdOzsUOw0P 

westward expansion wIr:vJ:xDOxxDOrkIekIwcD 

wigwam xHzduDIzdvUtrJ7uOuvH:pd; wzOt'J 

work r:wI 

worker yS:r:wI 

world bank [DOcdO t phwU; 

world in spatial terms [DOcdOvUttdO'D; pyJP7SJO tyeDI 

writings vHPwIuGJ;wzO 

Y  

year eHO 

yesterday r[g 

 




