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Planning	Instruction	for	ELLs	in	Integrated	Content	Area	Classes	
	
Background	Knowledge	to	Build	 	

Academic	Vocabulary	to	Develop	 	

Forms	of	Language	(Grammar)	to	
Practice	

	

Text	Structure	to	Support	(Discourse	
Structure)	

	

Reading	Skills	and	Strategies	to	Practice	 	

Map/Graphic	Skills	to	Practice	 	

Communicative	Functions	Expected	
(Bilingual	Progressions;	with	
Differentiation	for	ELLs	of	Varied	
Proficiency	Levels)	

	

Based	on	Access	to	Academics:		Planning	Instruction	for	K‐12	Classrooms	with	ELLs	
(Egbert	+	Ernst‐Slavit,	2011,	Pearson)	

Forms of 
Language
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Forms of Language

 Irregular past tense verbs 
(rose, ran, bought, fell, sold, 
stuck, lost, burst, spent, 
withdrew, went)

 Time clauses (by 1928, in early 
September 1929, On October 
24….)

 Other introductory clauses 
(Though…, although…. In 
reality,…..)

 Modifiers (panicked investors, 
career politician, utmost 
confidence, prosperous 
economy, average American, 
etc.)

 Passive voice (are known as, 
which is found, is shown in, is 
called, is spread, is passed, are 
assembled, are synthesized, are 
made, are attached, are involved)

 Adverbs (newly made, see 
patterns clearly)

 Introductory clauses (in the same 
way, in some respects)

 Prepositions/Prepositional 
phrases (throughout, to and 
from)

Stock Market Crash Cell Structures and Functions
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modifiers

 Panicked investors

 Career politician

 Overwhelming victory

 Utmost confidence

 Economic health/law

 Public office

 Prosperous economy

 Average Americans

 Quick profit

 Small percentage

 Frantically sell

 Shrewd investor



+
modifiers
 Specialized organs

 Major parts

Hereditary information;

Genetic information

 Dense region

 Coded instructions

 Nuclear envelope; nuclear 
pores

 Steady stream

 Granular material

 Threadlike structures

 Internal membrane system

 Specialized tasks

 Serious human diseases

 Saclike structures

 Large central vacuole

 Outer/Inner membrane
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Planning	Instruction	for	ELLs	in	Integrated	Content	Area	Classes	
	
Background	Knowledge	to	Build	 	

Academic	Vocabulary	to	Develop	 	

Forms	of	Language	(Grammar)	to	
Practice	

	

Text	Structure	to	Support	(Discourse	
Structure)	

	

Reading	Skills	and	Strategies	to	Practice	 	

Map/Graphic	Skills	to	Practice	 	

Communicative	Functions	Expected	
(Bilingual	Progressions;	with	
Differentiation	for	ELLs	of	Varied	
Proficiency	Levels)	

	

Based	on	Access	to	Academics:		Planning	Instruction	for	K‐12	Classrooms	with	ELLs	
(Egbert	+	Ernst‐Slavit,	2011,	Pearson)	

Text Structure
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TEXT STRUCTURE

Chronological (Time Sequence)

Cause/Effect

Problem/Solution

Description

Enumeration

Comparison/Contrast
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Text Structure

Chronological/Tim
e Sequence

Definitions in Text

Enumeration

Description

Definitions

Stock Market Crash Cell Structure and Functions
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Graphic Organizers for Note Taking

Analyze the text structure

Choose a graphic 
organizer that matches 
the text structure

Provide models and 
demonstrations

Compare student products
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Graphic Organizers

What’s Inside? 
What is it? Page

Cause and Effect Graphic Organizer 1

Compare/Contrast Graphic Organizer 2

Concept Definition Map Graphic Organizer 3

Drawing Conclusions Graphic Organizer 4

Identifying Author’s Purpose Graphic Organizer 5

Main Idea and Supporting Details Graphic Organizer 6

Making Inferences Graphic Organizer 7

Summarizing Graphic Organizer 8
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Cell structures & functions

Cell 
Structure 

and 
Functions



Cell 
Structure 

and 
Functions

Note Taking Template: 
 
Cell Structure       Function(s)  
1.   

2.   

3.   

4.   

5.   

6.   

7.   

8.   

9.   

10.   

11.   

12.   

13.   

14.   

15.   

Summary: 
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Planning	Instruction	for	ELLs	in	Integrated	Content	Area	Classes	
	
Background	Knowledge	to	Build	 	

Academic	Vocabulary	to	Develop	 	

Forms	of	Language	(Grammar)	to	
Practice	

	

Text	Structure	to	Support	(Discourse	
Structure)	

	

Reading	Skills	and	Strategies	to	Practice	 	

Map/Graphic	Skills	to	Practice	 	

Communicative	Functions	Expected	
(Bilingual	Progressions;	with	
Differentiation	for	ELLs	of	Varied	
Proficiency	Levels)	

	

Based	on	Access	to	Academics:		Planning	Instruction	for	K‐12	Classrooms	with	ELLs	
(Egbert	+	Ernst‐Slavit,	2011,	Pearson)	

Reading 
Comprehension 

Skills
Strategies
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Reading Comprehension 
Strategies

 Summarizing as you go

 Taking notes as you read; 
Determine importance

 Ask Questions

 Using Text Features (bolding; 
Glossing Re: Main Ideas)

 Reading Headings and 
Subheadings

 Reading Pull-Out Boxes, 
Captions

 Re-reading difficult or 
dense text

 Taking notes as you read

 Monitor comprehension

 Visualize

 Reading Headings and 
Subheadings

 Using Text Features 
(bolding; “key” symbols)

Stock Market Crash Cell Structures & Functions
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Planning	Instruction	for	ELLs	in	Integrated	Content	Area	Classes	
	
Background	Knowledge	to	Build	 	

Academic	Vocabulary	to	Develop	 	

Forms	of	Language	(Grammar)	to	
Practice	

	

Text	Structure	to	Support	(Discourse	
Structure)	

	

Reading	Skills	and	Strategies	to	Practice	 	

Map/Graphic	Skills	to	Practice	 	

Communicative	Functions	Expected	
(Bilingual	Progressions;	with	
Differentiation	for	ELLs	of	Varied	
Proficiency	Levels)	

	

Based	on	Access	to	Academics:		Planning	Instruction	for	K‐12	Classrooms	with	ELLs	
(Egbert	+	Ernst‐Slavit,	2011,	Pearson)	

Map/Graph
Skills
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Map/Graph Skills

 Timelines (with insets)

 Photographs

 Political buttons

 Political cartoons

 Line Graphs

 Photographs

Magnified Images

Diagrams (Labeled 
Diagrams)

Captions

 Explanations of 
Figures

Stock Market Crash Cell Structures and Functions
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Planning	Instruction	for	ELLs	in	Integrated	Content	Area	Classes	
	
Background	Knowledge	to	Build	 	

Academic	Vocabulary	to	Develop	 	

Forms	of	Language	(Grammar)	to	
Practice	

	

Text	Structure	to	Support	(Discourse	
Structure)	

	

Reading	Skills	and	Strategies	to	Practice	 	

Map/Graphic	Skills	to	Practice	 	

Communicative	Functions	Expected	
(Bilingual	Progressions;	with	
Differentiation	for	ELLs	of	Varied	
Proficiency	Levels)	

	

Based	on	Access	to	Academics:		Planning	Instruction	for	K‐12	Classrooms	with	ELLs	
(Egbert	+	Ernst‐Slavit,	2011,	Pearson)	

Communicative 
Functions
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Major Communicative Functions

 State, tell, retell

 Describe

 Sequence events

 Explain causes and effects

 Explain the relationship 
between the stock market 
crash, bank failures and 
unemployment

 Describe the function of….

 Describe the role of…

 Name functions of…..

 Compare a cell to a factory

 Compare an animal cell to 
a plant cell

 Define…..

 Identify/Label

Stock Market Crash Cell Structures and Functions



+ Communicative Functions 
(Bilingual Progressions) and 
Differentiating Instruction in your 
Integrated ENL Classroom



Differentiated Instruction

EnteringEntering EmergingEmerging TransitioningTransitioning ExpandingExpanding CommandingCommanding

Amount, Complexity of Language Produced
Amount of Scaffolding Needed

ENL Progressions



Let’s Unpack the Performance Level Descriptions for 
Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing, the ToMs
and The New Language Progression Documents 

What Do They Tell Us About What Students at Each 
Proficiency Level Can/Should Be Asked to Do ?



Understanding the 5 Proficiency Levels

Proficiency 
Levels

Proficiency 
Levels

New Language 
Progressions
New Language 
Progressions

Targets of 
Measurement
NYSESLAT

Targets of 
Measurement
NYSESLAT

Performance 
Level 

Descriptions
NYSESLAT

Performance 
Level 

Descriptions
NYSESLAT

Communicative Communicative 
Functions

Scaffolds; Supports;
Grouping 

Arrangements

Language Output 
Expectations; 

Control



Dimensions of Performance:
• Communicative task—What the student is asked to do/performance task 
(identify, determine, organize, evaluate, integrate information/ideas)

• Linguistic Complexity/Language Expectation‐ the amount and nature of 
spoken or written output expected; coherence/cohesion of ideas, sentence 
types (few words, short phrases, predictable sentences, simple sentences, 
expanded, complex or variety of sentence types)

• Level of Accuracy/Language Control (expressive): numerous‐to frequent,‐to 
occasional‐to infrequent errors; errors totally‐mostly‐partially‐minimally 
obscure meaning

• Level of Support:  Substantial, moderate, limited, high level of independence, 
no support

• Type of Support/Scaffolds: use of instructional strategies or tools used to 
assist students in accessing content necessary for classroom understanding or 
communication and to help construct meaning from language (e.g. graphic 
organizers, pre‐taught, pre‐identified words and phrases), L1/L2

• Teaching Arrangements: read alouds, partnerships, teacher‐led, small groups, 
whole class, independent learning arrangements

• Vocabulary – the amount of and precision of words or phrases expected; Focus 
onTier 1, 2 (3) words (few, some, many)



ACCURACY
/CONTROL
ACCURACY
/CONTROL

LANGUAGE 
COMPLEXITY
LANGUAGE 
COMPLEXITY

COMMUNICATIVE COMMUNICATIVE 
TASK

GROUPING 
SUPPORT

SCAFFOLDING—
AMOUNT/TYPE

VOCABULARY VOCABULARY 
FOCUS

L1



ReceptiveReceptive ExpressiveExpressive

NYS Proficiency Definitions

READ        LISTEN      VIEW



Listening Language Output Language Output 
Expectations; 

Control

Speaking 
Reading 
Writing



New Language Progressions‐Listening

Scaffolds; Supports;
Grouping 

Arrangements





Targets of Measurement:  Writing
Communicative Communicative 

Functions



thatthat

How do language 
expectations change for 

Listening?



How do vocabulary How do vocabulary 
targets change for 

Reading?



How do the scaffolds and How do the scaffolds and 
supports change for 

Speaking?



How do language 
expectations, errors, 

organization, vocabulary 
change for Writing?

Have Same Charts for Grades 5‐6 



What Did You Notice:
Planning for a Multi-Level Class



Scaffolding
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Tie Instruction to City and 
State Standards









Grade 8



Grade 8



+

New York State 
P-12 Science 
Learning 
Standards
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New York State 
P-12 Science 
Learning 
Standards
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New York City
Science Standards


